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Towns will collaborate for municipal vaccination clinics 


A tentative start date 
has been set for Feb. 22 


By Elise Linscott 
elinscott@ turley.com 


WILBRAHAM/HAMPDEN 
— A muncipal COVID-19 vacci- 
nation clinic will likely open for 
Wilbraham and Hampden resi- 
dents at the Wilbraham Senior 
Center later this month, followed 
by clinics at other locations in 
the towns. 

Wilbraham Public Health 
Nurse Jill Conselino said a te- 
native start date has been set 
for Feb. 22 at the senior center. 
Those eligible for the vaccine 
based on the state’s phased pri- 
ority list will be able to sign up 
online or manually through an 
online platform or by calling the 
senior center, library, or manual- 
ly at the vaccination clinic. 

“We anticipate providing the 
Moderna vaccine to all residents, 
and the Johnson & Johnson vac- 


cine might come into play at 
some point too,’ Conselino said 
at a joint meeting of the two 
boards of selectmen on Feb. 1. 
“It would end up being a local 
clinic just for residents of Wil- 
braham and Hampden.” 

Due to low supply and high 
demand, the state is planning to 
send a limited number of vac- 
cines to municipalities, which 
Conselino said would likely start 
at 100 doses per week for the 
next few weeks, until there’s an 
increase in the supply chain. 

The first individuals who will 
be eligible for the vaccine under 
Phase II, which began on Feb. 1, 
includes those 75 and older. Next 
will be people 65 and older and 
those with two or more comor- 
bidities, followed by individuals 
with one comorbidity and essen- 
tial workers like teachers and 
school staff, workers in food and 
agriculture, grocery stores, util- 
ities, transportation and public 
health workers. A full list of the 
priority schedule is available on 


DAILY OPERATION OF CLINIC 


* Check-in station 


* Registered participants will check-in and have information verified by clerical staff 


* Verification of personal information/identifiers and pre-screening questions verified 


* Vaccine Administered 


* Done by vaccinator in designated location on site 


* Monitoring/observation 
* 1-2 monitors will be on-site for this step 


* 15minutes required post-vaccine administration to observe for any reactions to vaccine 


* 30 minutes if prior complications noted 


* Check-out station 


¢ After 1Sminute observation document any adverse effects from the vaccine 


* Log vaccine information for recording to MilS 





A municipal COVID-19 vaccination clinic could be up and running 

by Feb. 22, selectmen discussed during a Feb. 1 meeting. Above is 
a screenshot from Wilbraham Public Health Nurse Jill Conselino’s 
presentation, outlining how the clinics could operate. Courtesy photo 


the state’s website, mass.gov. 
Once more vaccines become 
available, the towns are looking 
at possible clinics that would be 
open three days per week. One 
potential site is the Thornton W. 


Burgess School, which could be 
Open once per week in the late 
afternoon and evening hours, 
and Memorial School, which 
could be open for vaccinations 
two days per week, in the morn- 


ing and afternoon hours. 

Potential back-up locations 
include the gymnasium at Wil- 
braham & Monson Academy and 
the Evangel Assembly Church 
on Stony Hill Road in Wilbra- 
ham, Conselino said. 

Registration and scheduling 
for the vaccine clinics will likely 
be completed through PrepMod, 
an online platform that’s more 
user-friendly than the current 
Eastfield Mall mass vaccination 
site’s online system, Conselino 
said. 

The vaccine will be free 
for all residents, regardless of 
whether or not they have health 
insurance. 

Several paramedics have been 
identified to help staff the clin- 
ics. Students from the Western 
New England University School 
of Pharmacy and Springfield 
College have indicated they’re 
interested in volunteering, and 
local medical professionals will 


Please see CLINIC, page 4 








Jaylynn Rodriguez, 16, from 
Hampden has been missing 
since Jan. 18. Courtesy photo 


Hampden 
teen, Jaylynn 
) 
Rodriguez, 
e 
missing 
HAMPDEN -—- As of Mon- 
day, Hampden police were still 
searching for 16-year-old Jay- 
lynn Rodriguez from Hampden. 
Rodriguez was last seen on 
Jan. 18, according to police. Ro- 
driguez has brown eyes, brown 


hair, is 5’4” and weighs 115 
pounds. 


Please see JAYLYNN, page 3 








Wilbraham Town Hall after a fresh snowfall on Jan. 26. Another 
storm on Monday this week dumped several inches of snow 
across the region. Photo by David Miles. 


Nearly 60 kindergarten students selected via 
lottery for four in-person days 


The district plans to 
hold a lottery for first 
and second grade 
students next 


By Elise Linscott 
elinscott@ turley.com 


HAMPDEN/WILBRA- 
HAM - Nearly 60 district kin- 


dergarten students are now at- 
tending in-person classes four 
days a week after selections 
were made through a lottery 
system late last month. 

The district has been aim- 
ing to add more face-to-face 
instruction, particularly for 
younger students. District su- 
perintendent Al Ganem Jr. said 
the schools will be looking at a 
lottery for first and second grade 


students next. 

“Kindergarten students are 
the most vulnerable,’ Ganem 
said of the decision to bring sev- 
eral in for four days of in-person 
classes. “They’re at the begin- 
ning of their education.” 

District administrators opted 
for a lottery system rather than 
shuffling classroom locations, 
since a lottery meant students 


Please see SCHOOL, page 13 


Drinking water issues still 
plague Main Street 


Town officials are 
looking into 
remediation 


By Dalton Zbierski 
Staff Writer 


HAMPDEN — Main Street 
residents are still concerned 
about the quality of their drink- 
ing water, after it became con- 
taminated with salt from the 
nearby Highway Department 
nearly 10 years ago, and the 
town is looking at options for re- 
mediation. 

On Feb. 1, the Board of Se- 
lectmen discussed how to reme- 
dy the prolonged contamination. 

“People who have been 
promised that the town will sup- 
ply clean water are not happy, 
and they shouldn’t be,” said se- 
lect board member John Flynn 
during Monday evening’s meet- 
ing. 

In recent months, Flynn, 
Town Administrator Bob Markel 
and Administrative Assistant 
Pam Courtney have been in com- 
munication with Tighe & Bond 
Engineers to discuss remediation 
options. 

Several of the properties are 
being affected by salt that orig- 
inated at the Highway Depart- 
ment before being mixed into 
the nearby groundwater. Oth- 
er homes have suffered from a 
more widespread problem. 

“This has been going on for 
10 years, this concern,’ said 
board member Mary Ellen Glov- 
er. “The town has always taken 
what they thought was the most 
appropriate action at the time, 
but it’d turn into being a band- 


aid, and the problem reoccurs.” 

Flynn seconded Glover’s 
point. He noted that surveys 
compiled over the past decade 
have revealed drastic disparities 
in the quality of groundwater 
found beneath different Hamp- 
den properties. 

“This 1s the country; this is 
not glacier water coming out to 
every home,’ said Flynn. “Some 
homes will have a little salt, 
some homes will have a little 
iron, some homes will have a 
little manganese, some will have 
low water and some will have 
high water, but you shouldn’t 
have high, high concentrations.” 

Flynn proposed two _ possi- 
ble solutions that could provide 
Main Street residents with clean 
groundwater once more. 

Memorial Park on Main 
Street is one site that could be 
utilized. To produce clean water, 
Flynn suggested that the town 
drill behind the right field fence 
of the park’s upper baseball field. 

“We’re talking about a public 
water supply there that would 
give you enough capacity to 
supply the homes affected,” said 
Flynn. 

Another remedy could in- 
volve utilizing the Green Mead- 
ows School property on North 
Road. If this option is selected, 
the town would not have to drill 
anew well. 

“We know that they have a 
pretty good well there. They’re 
already classified as a_ pub- 
lic water supply,’ said Flynn. 
“The question that would come 
up there is if they have enough 
capacity to provide additional 
sourcing. That’s a good possibili- 


Please see WATER, page 4 
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NEWS ABOUT TOWN 


Hampden, Wilbraham finalize emergency 
dispatch agreement 


By Elise Linscott 
and Dalton Zbierski 


WILBRAHAM/HAMPDEN 
— On Monday, both town’s select 
boards signed an  intermunicipal 
agreement, finalizing a_ regional 
emergency communications and 
dispatch service for Wilbraham and 
Hampden. 

“We’re prepared to go forward,’ 
said Hampden board chair Donald 
Davenport at the start of the Feb. 
1 Wilbraham Board of Selectmen 
meeting, where the Hampden board 
joined for a portion. “There’s a lot 
of logistics to this (agreement) after 
this. I hope both town administrators 
are ready to get on the horse and ride 
It, 

The Hampden board voted last 
month to join Wilbraham in a region- 
al dispatch, rather than joining West- 
Comm’s emergency dispatch, which 
serves multiple towns. The regional 
service will save Hampden nearly 
$2 million in the long run, since its 
single-town emergency dispatch had 
been costing upwards of $400,000 a 
year. 

The agreement will also allow the 
regionalized service to receive grants 
from the state, since the state pro- 
vides incentives for towns who join 
regional services. 

Wilbraham ~~ selectman Bob 
Boilard asked if the new service 
would pose any issues with response 
time after the initial start up, but 
Emergency Dispatch Director An- 


PIZZA & GRILL iia 
IN IN @ TAKE OUT e DELIVERY 
bt Boston Road, ‘Wilbrah 


thony Gentile said “it won’t — if any- 
thing, it may make it quicker.” 

Installation of a fiber-optic cable, 
which will be funded through state 
grants, will likely happen in late 
summer or fall, Gentile said. The 
grant application will be due in early 
March. 

During the Hampden Board of 
Selectmen meeting earlier on Mon- 
day, prior to joining Wilbraham, 
Hampden board member Mary Ellen 
Glover voiced several reservations 
pertaining to the language in the in- 
termunicipal dispatch agreement. 

She questioned wording which 
she said appeared to give Wilbraham 
a slight advantage in several facets 
of the contract. Glover had made her 
concerns apparent during past meet- 
ings, but the language she previous- 
ly identified remained present in the 
IMA that was signed on Feb. 1. 

“(The IMA) uses the word ‘sub- 
stantial’ when saying that the terms 
will be the same between Hampden 
and Wilbraham. Substantially the 
same indicates that those services do 
not have to be the same; they only 
have to be substantially the same,’ 
said Glover. 

Glover noted that while she is 
only a paralegal, she has had experi- 
ence reading contracts. 

When Glover reached out to two 
attorneys, who said were both per- 
sonal friends, to gain insight, both 
questioned the presence of the phras- 
es such as “reasonable efforts” that 
appear within the IMA. 
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“Tf we’ve learned anything from 
the past, we’ve learned that contrac- 
tual language is crucial... I would 
like to move to strike the word ‘sub- 
stantial’ completely and replace the 
word ‘reasonable, with the word 
‘every, ” said Glover. 

Selectboard Chair Donald Dav- 
enport was hesitant to grant Glover’s 
request. He noted that removing the 
language could open a rabbit hole. 

“There could be 1,000 things. It 
would never be resolved,” Davenport 
said. 

Glover responded immediately, 
saying that the current language, 
“doesn’t protect Hampden.” 

Davenport said the dispatch and 
emergency communications Board 
of Directors will be tasked to agree 
on items relevant to the language 
Glover identified, but she wasn’t sat- 
isfied. 

“Down the road, if we had dis- 
cord between the two towns and this 
came to an issue, those would be the 
two clauses that would be cited in a 
lawsuit. I know that because those 
are the most tenuous clauses in the 
contract. They’re not measurable; 
they’re not concrete,” said Glover, 
adding that the town needs to protect 
itself “in case things go south.” 

Regardless of Glover’s hesita- 
tions, both town boards approved the 
agreement on Monday, ending the 
months-long back and forth between 
the two towns. 
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Community Preservation 
Project application 
extension 


WILBRAHAM — The Community Preservation 
Committee has extended the due date for all Project 
Applications for funding consideration at the May 10, 
2021 Annual Town Meeting. The new due date is Feb. 
19 by close of business. 

The application, contact information and commit- 
tee meeting dates can be found on the Town website 
at https://www.wilbraham-ma.gov/. More information 
about the Community Preservation Act can be found at 
https://www.communitypreservation.org/. 





Library offering 
curbside pickup, DVDs, 
games, books and apps 


HAMPDEN - Looking for something to 
do at home this winter? Explore the resourc- 
es available through the Hampden Public Library. 
The library offers curbside pickup, available Mon- 
day-Wednesday from 12-4:00 p.m.; Thursday from 2-6 
p.m.; and Saturday from 11 a.m. to | p.m. To sched- 
ule a pickup time, call the library at (413) 566-3047 
or visit hampden-library.org for more information. 
The library is always adding new books and DVDs to 
the collection. The newest additions to the collection 
can be found at the bottom of the library’s website. 
Each library card gives more than just ac- 
cess to library books and DVDs. 
Using the library card, folks can access a wide variety 
of eBooks and e-audiobooks through the apps, along 
with documentaries and movies and language-learning 
Services. 

While the library building is still closed to the 
public, its staff aims to continue working to meet the 
needs of town residents. 


Make Your Valentines Day Happy! 


Order Your Flowers in Advance. 


413 20 “8080 Wit 


ORDER ‘ONLINE: inva venicepizzag fhe 


Nut 
FREE 


F rge 
2 Liter Soda Cheese 
when you 


Pizza 
spend 
$308 Over $9.49 


+ tax 


SU iA ER 
1 Party i 
Cheese Pizza, r Cheese Pizza, 
20 Buffalo Wings, ! : 10 Buffalo Wings, « 


2 Ltr Soda Garden Salad 
$35.95 
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Must mention ame _ Cannot be’combined - ‘I'per visit - 
Sue for regular’ waplip=Gite items not included § 


Have Your Valentines Flowers 
Delivered On Thursday, Feb. 11th 
or Friday, Feb. 12th and get 
FREE DELIVERY! 


Deliveries to Wilbrahiamn, Ludlovd ‘stiak ‘orrhen 
vont 16 Acres ($1.99 Delivery(Charge) 
2 if yr . 


Cash & Carry Arrangements To Go 
Will Also Be Available In Shop 
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Wilbraham police arrest 
suspect in breaking and 
entering, felony burglary 


WILBRAHAM -— On Jan. 22, Wilbraham police 
executed a search warrant at 524 Ridge Rd. in Wil- 
braham, based on an investigation by detectives into a 
series of house breaks and property thefts over the last 
few months. 

As aresult of the warrant, police recovered numer- 
ous stolen items and evidence pertaining to the house 
breaks. Thomas Dean Jr., was arrested on scene and 
transported to the Wilbraham Police Department. 

Dean is currently being charged with breaking and 
entering and felony unarmed burglary in the nighttime. 
More charges are expected as this investigation con- 
tinues. 

If anyone has further information in regards to this 
investigation, contact Sergeant Shawn Baldwin, De- 
tective Sean Casella or Detective Derek Florindo at 
(413) 596-3837. 


Reminder from town 
clerk to get dog licenses 
for 2021 


WILBRAHAM — Town Clerk Carole J. Tardif 
wants to remind residents that have not licensed their 
dogs for the current year to do so. 

Currently, there are approximately 1,600 dogs that 
are not licensed yet for this year, according to Tardif. 

The town clerk usually mails out reminder post- 
cards the end of February but with the cost of printing 
and postage on the rise, this may not happen. There- 
fore, Tardif is asking residents to check and see if dog 
licenses are current and if not, to license them as soon 
as possible. 

Last year’s license expired on Dec. 31. The first 
late fee of $10 will be added on April 1. For more 
information, call (413) 596-2800, ext. 200. 
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Wilbraham 2021 census 
forms mailed 


WILBRAHAM - Town Clerk Carole J. Tardif wants 
Wilbraham residents to know that the 2021 town census 
forms were mailed on Dec. 28, 2020. 

Tardif is asking residents to return them to her office 
as soon as possible. [If anyone did not receive a census 
form or has misplaced the one sent, call the town clerk’s 
office and the information can be taken over the phone or 
a new form can be mailed out. 

For more information or answers to questions, call 
(413) 596-2800 ext 200. 





Historical Commission 
needs members 


WILBRAHAM -— In a town that was settled and in- 
corporated when the Kings of England ruled the Massa- 
chusetts colonies, and when Native Americans hunted in 
the wilderness of Wilbraham Mountain, the Wilbraham 
Historical Commission is looking for new members to 
perpetuate those remembrances. 

The commission has openings for several new mem- 
bers who might be history buffs or just interested in the 
town’s past, according to Chairwoman Diane Testa. Re- 
cent commission activities have included research on re- 
habilitating historic homes, a production of road signs in- 
troducing motorists to the historic center of town, support 
for the town’s Old Meeting House Museum operated by 
the Atheneum Society of Wilbraham, and recognition of 
the Wilbraham Library building’s 50th anniversary. The 
commission meets once a month and sometimes every 
other month. 

Candidates must be Wilbraham residents. Those who 
are interested in volunteering on the Historic Commis- 
sion, which is an appointed position by the Board of Se- 
lectmen, should send a letter of interest to the Selectmen, 
240 Springfield St., Wilbraham, MA 01095. For more 
information email Diane Testa at bmeladydi@ yahoo. 
com or call 599-0997; or commission member Charlie 
Bennett at cbennett4765 @charter.net or call 596-4765. 





JAYLYNN from page 1 


If anyone has seen Ro- 
driguez or has information 
regarding her location, 
contact Detective Trombly 
at the Hampden Police De- 
partment (413) 566-8011. 
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LANDSCAPE FOREMAN 
Position Overview: We are looking for a 
highly motivated experienced individual 
with a positive attitude and an eye for 
detail to oversee Landscaping projects, 
manage the creation of Landscape 
features such as flower beds, water 
features, irrigation installs and repairs, 
walkways, patios, walls, tree and shrub 
installations and routine maintenance jobs. 
This is a hands-on, dynamic, fast paced 
environment that requires quick thinking, 
a team oriented attitude and multi-tasking 
abilities. Our company also offers snow 
removal in the winter months as well. 


As foreman, you are responsible for 
completing jobs on time and to Keith Isham 
Landscaping, LLC’s high quality standards, 
workmanship and professionalism. You 
must also have the ability to train our crew 
labor with all precautions related to day to 
day landscaping activities. 


We offer employees competitive pay 
commensurate with experience and/or education 
with a benefit package. We are a drug and 
alcohol free work environment. The applicant 
must pass a pre-employment drug test. 
























LANDSCAPE LABORER 
Job Description: We are looking for a 
highly motivated experienced individual 
with a positive attitude and an eye for 
detail to oversee Landscaping projects, 
manage the creation of Landscape 
features such as flower beds, water 
features, irrigation installs and repairs, 
walkways, patios, walls, tree and shrub 
installations and routine maintenance 
jobs. This is a hands-on, dynamic, fast 
paced environment that requires quick 
thinking, a team oriented attitude and 
multi-tasking abilities. Our company 
Also offers snow removal in the winter 
months as well. 


As a Landscape Laborer, you are 
responsible for completing jobs on time 
and to Keith Isham Land-Landscaping, 
LLC’s high quality standards, 
workmanship and professionalism. 





Education/Experience Requirements: 
Experience working with all aspects of Landscaping & maintenance. Degree/certification 
and/or training in horticulture would be a plus. Valid drivers license, clean driving record 
and reliable transportation and DOT healthcard. 


Knowledge, Skills & Abilities: 


Must have great customer skills. Attention to detail with an eye for identifying plants, 
shrubs and trees commonly used in this region. Mechanical skills including operating 
equipment such as chainsaws, lawn mowers, etc. Heavy lifting is required. Experience 
safely driving a truck and trailer. Ability to interpret a variety of instructions furnished 
written or orally. Verbal & written communication skills. 


At Keith Isham Landscaping, LLC we have 
spent years working with clever, creative people 
- some come to us with years of experience and 
others are new to the green industry. We don’t 
present our potential clients with a resume and 
expect them to hire us...we show up and WOW 
them! We are inviting you to WOW us! 


PO Box 151, 162 Wilbraham Road 
Hampden, MA 01036 
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THE BEST FRESH FOR 


SUPER FEBRUARY! 
Super Food For — 


The Big Game! We 
Party Wings & Boneless Wings 


Barbecue, Teriyaki and Buffalo 
Chef Mike's Gumbo and Championship Chili 
Baby Back Ribs, BBQ Pulled Pork, 
Loaded Potato Skins, “Kandied” Kielbasa, 


Buffalo Chicken Dip & Randall's Meatballs 
Available Superbowl Weekend February 6 & 7 


So Good Together 


Roses, Dinner 
Chocolates & Wine 


a DSS 
4% \\ ae Way 
“=a 


By the Dozen or By the Stem 


Specially Wrapped & Bowed 
with Baby's Breath and Greens 
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Valentine Bouquets 
& Arrangements 
Fov All Youn Sweethearts 


Deliver to Your Valentine's 
“Home Office” 
Floral Deliveries Call 413-589-7071 


Love At First Bite 
QEV\Y,O 


Romantic Dinners to Take Out 
Ready to Heat & Serve 


Available Saturday & Sunday 
FEBRUARY 135 & 14 


Filet Mignon or 
Crab Stuffed Lobster Tail 


Complete with Choice of Appetizer & Dessert 
Dinners Include Roasted Potatoes & Baby Vegetables 
$35.00 Per Person 


Please Order Dinners 24 Hours In Advance 


Randall's Hand-Dipped Chocolate Covered 


Z, STRAWBERRIES 


nant Sarre De rreerere easier 
Ava Marie Handmade WQS Sa 


VALENTINE CHOCOLATES 
Saeviats February Srat- Ith 


Sweet Grape Tomatoes, rintsize .....2 for °4.00 


Hass Avocados ...000........... cece 99¢ ., 
Limes & Lemons mix e Match........... 6 for $3.00 
Romaine Lettuce Hearts 3 pac .....2 for®5.00 
Fresh Broccoli Crowns.................. $1.49 


Snow White Cauliflower 1:. teas ..2 for °5.00 
Seedless Cucumbers ~ Hot House..2 for’3.00 


ALWAYS FRESH AT 


631 CENTER ST. Route 21 Mass Tpke Exit 7 
LUDLOW e 589-7071 ¢ www.randallsfarm.net 
WINTER HOURS 
OPEN EVERY DAY 7AM -— 7 PM 


Find us on and You) 
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Wilbraham Junior 
Women’s Club holding 
annual Snowman Contest 


WILBRAHAM -— The Wilbraham Junior Women’s 
Club is once again holding their annual Snowman Con- 
test and hoping that this year we will have snow! The 
contest is open to residents of Wilbraham and photos can 
be submitted on the Facebook page, 2021 Wilbraham 
Snowman Contest. 

More information including rules can also be found 
on the club’s website, WilbrahamJuniorWomens.org. For 
questions or to learn more about the Wilbraham Junior 
Women’s Club, please visit the website or contact Jill- 
Marie Decarolis at jbd68 @charter.net for questions and 
information about membership or Marva Walting at mar- 
va_walting @ hotmail.com for details about the contest. 


Death 
Notices 


John “Jack”’ Worthing, 
formerly of Wilbraham 
died January 17, 2021 

Wilbraham Funeral Home 


Esther Pozzoli 
of Hampden 
died January 15, 2021 
Wilbraham Funeral Home 


John Cobbs, Jr. 
of Wilbraham 
died January 17, 2021 
Wilbraham Funeral Home 


NOTICE 


ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement 
the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for 
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any 
error in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the 
space occupied by the item in the advertisement. 


Mary Gubala 
of Wilbraham 
died January 19, 2021 
Wilbraham Funeral Home 


Nancy Schenk, 
formerly of Wilbraham 
died January 19, 2021 
Wilbraham Funeral Home 


Wilbraham-Hampden Times 


OBITUARY POLICY 





Turley Publications offers two types of 


Virginia Kibbe 
of Hampden 
died January 20, 2021 
Wilbraham Funeral Home 


obituaries. 

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 
date and place. 

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $120, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits @turley.com. 


Elaine Brooks 
of Wilbraham 
died January 26, 2021 
Wilbraham Funeral Home 





Exceptions will be made only when the family 
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid. 


WE'RE STILL 
OPEN! 
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Auta Repair 


LUBE - OIL - FILTER | 


With quality Exxon Mobil oil, 
oil filter, 21 eel check, top off all fluids. 
Up to 5 quarts of oil. 


©) 5 Excludes 
diesel & 
synthetic 


Most Vehicles - With this coupon 
Supersedes all other coupons 
Expires 2/28/21 T 


$10 OFF 


any service over $150 


$20 OFF 


any service over $250 
Most Vehicles - With this coupon 



























Expires 2/28/21 T 


EXHAUST SPECIAL 


10” OFF 


EXHAUST WORK 
UP TO $50 OFF 


Excludes Catalytic Converters 
Most Vehicles - With this coupon 
Expires 2/28/21 T 


| 


WHEEL I 
ALIGNMENT CHECK , 


$GQ?5 


INCLUDES TOE - ALL OTHER 
ADJUSTMENTS EXTRA 
Most Vehicles - With this coupon 

Expires 2/28/21 T 
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(Up to $50/Parts beled valid with other coupon offers) 
e Automatic Transmission Service 
e FREE Towing during working hours 
(to Jackson’s for repair within 15 mile radius) 
Kd e Quality Pre-Owned Vehicles ¢ Snow Tire Changeover 
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5 Star Authorized 

Registered State 

Emissions Repair 
Facility #RPOO8269 


1307 Park Street (Route 20), Palmer, MA 
413-289-1016 « 800-662-1016 
MON-FRI 8-4 


Sales & Service 


TEMPORARY HOURS: 
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Souper Bowl of Caring at 
Wilbraham Church on Feb. 6 


WILBRAHAM - Who says people can’t 
be generous even when their favorite local 
team isn’t playing in the Super Bowl? This 
is the question asked by the people of Christ 
the King-Epiphany Church at 758 Main St. 
in Wilbraham. 

The church is holding a “Souper Bowl 
of Caring” event from noon to 2 p.m. at the 
church on Saturday, Feb. 6, the day before 
the big game. 

“Our doors will be open to welcome 


WATER from page 1 


ty because that’s a pretty darn good well that 
was put in there.” 

Prior to the meeting, Glover spoke with 
Board of Health Agent Lorri McCool. Mc- 
Cool is in favor of developing a public wa- 
ter supply that would cover “all of Main 
Street,’ said Glover. 

Glover acknowledged that developing a 
public water supply would be more costly 
than the potential solutions that were pro- 
posed by Flynn, but she urged residents to 
consider supporting the implementation of a 
public water supply. 

“T don’t see any harm in getting that in- 
formation, and then we can make a decision 
on what we think is the better (option), said 


members of our congregation and the pub- 
lic with their donations of canned soups and 
all kinds of nonperishable foods that will be 
going to the Community Survival Center in 
Indian Orchard,” said Bridge-Pastor Barba- 
ra Thrall. 

No contribution will be too great or too 
small. Refreshments will be served. The 
event will be socially distanced; please wear 
a mask. 


Glover. “My concern is that whatever we do, 
we have the attitude that it will be a perma- 
nent solution and we get it done in a timely 
fashion. It must be very frustrating to have 
dealt with this all these years.” 

No final decision pertaining to ground- 
water on Main Street was made on Monday 
evening, and the board will continue to ex- 
amine potential solutions moving forward. 
Flynn recommended bringing in experts to 
weigh in on the subject. 

“That’s something to pursue with the 
proper engineers — people who have forgot- 
ten more about hydrology than we know. I 
think the proper thing to do going forward 
would be to get a couple of engineers in- 
volved in it, look at a scope of work and 
costs,’ said Flynn. 





CLINIC from page 1 


likely be able to volunteer at the clinics, 
too. Compensation for paramedics staff- 
ing the sites will be reimbursable through 
CARES Act funding, Conselino said. 

The Wilbraham Fire Department has 
been identified as the main vaccine storage 


ROBERTS ROOFS 


SPECIALIZING IN 
Slate ¢ Copper ¢ Architectural Shingles ¢ Gutters 
Historical Restoration ¢ Flat Roofing 


Snow Removal 


Snow/Ice Damage Repair __ 


Tel. 413-283-4395 
Cell 413-237-9434 


www.RobertsRoofsinc.com 
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site. Refrigerators will also be kept on-site 
at the clinics. 

Conselino said accommodations would 
be made for house-bound individuals, bring- 
ing the vaccine to their homes at scheduled 
times. 

Wilbraham select board members com- 
mended Conselino for her efforts and thor- 
ough planning and unani- 
mously voted to establish 
the operation of a municipal 
COVID-19 vaccination clin- 
ic in collaboration with the 
town of Hampden. 

The Hampden _ select 
board didn’t take a formal 
vote during the Feb. | meet- 
ing, but board member John 
Flynn said they were “all in 
favor of moving forward.” 


Trusted Nlaitie Since 1982 


Aynprlhy loral Avangements 


CUSTOM & TRADITIONAL DESIGNS 


Randalls Farm & Greenhouse 
631 Center Street, Ludlow 


589-7071 ~ www.randallsfarm.net 


LUDLOW MEMORIAL COMPANY INC. 


Celebrating over 60 Years in Business ~ The Trusz Family 


Benches “ Statues 
Plot Maintenance 
On-Site Lettering “ Restorations 


Monuments 
Bronze Plaques 


Custom Design Work 
Cleaning * Markers “ Vases 
Cemetery Signage “ Granite Signs 


201 East St., Ludlow, MA 01056 * www.ludlowmemorialcompany.com 


413-589-7564 Office 


413-589-7588 Fax 


413-531-5360 


The Library Loft 
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We are celebrating our 
20th year at the Schoolhouse Commons. 
Thanks to our wondertul “friends, volunteers and patrons. 
HOuRS: 
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Wed. 10am - 4pm 
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HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE 


Book donations will be accepted at the Falmer Public 
Library or the Library Loft during open hours. 
Please, no magazines or Reader's Digest Condensed Books. 
We accept books only in good, clean condition. 


For more information call 264-5440 ext. 100 
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Proceeds To Benefit the Palmer Public Library 
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VFW Honor Guard welcomes President Biden 


Area military personnel 
partook in the virtual 
“Parade Across America” 


By Dalton Zbierski 
Staff Writer 


REGION — On Jan. 20, members 
of the Massachusetts Veterans of 
Foreign Wars Honor Guard partook 
in the virtual “Parade Across Amer- 
ica” celebrating President Joseph R. 
Biden’s inauguration. 

A group of five veterans was cho- 
sen to represent the Commonwealth 
on a national stage last Wednesday 
as the country turned a page with the 
new presidential administration. 

“This is the first time in the his- 
tory of the inauguration parade that 
all 56 states and territories were 
featured. We’ve done a number of 
high-profile parades in the past, but 
this is the highest honor that we’ve 
been involved in. We knew we were 
up to the task and put as much energy 
into this as possible,’ said Brian Wil- 
lette, a U.S. Army veteran from South 
Hadley, who carried a rifle during the 
procession. 

Willette partook in the venture 
alongside his daughter, Christine 
Lupacchino, who lives in Chicop- 
ee and serves as Commander of the 
Honor Guard and master sergeant in 
the state’s Air National Guard 104" 
Fighter Wing. 

Eric Segundo, a U.S. Army veter- 
an from Springfield, Rene Fuertes, a 
U.S. Navy veteran from Randolph and 
Keith Buckhout, a U.S. Marine and 
Air Force veteran from Easthampton 
rounded out the five-person unit. 

On Jan. 20, the Honor Guard paid 
tribute to “The Greatest Generation” 
— veterans who served in WWII — and 
“The Newest Greatest Generation,” 
members of today’s all-volunteer 
U.S. Armed Forces. 

During its presentation, members 
of the Honor Guard wore WWII Air- 
borne uniforms, revealing the dis- 
tinctive shoulder insignia of the 82nd 
Airborne Division, the country’s first 
division compromised entirely of 
all-volunteer paratroopers. 

While the Honor Guard filmed 
and submitted its routine more than 
a month ago, it did not receive word 
of its selection until two days prior 
to the inauguration. Fortunately, the 
group had been mentally preparing 
for the spotlight. 

The Honor Guard was featured on 
national television twice on Jan. 20, 
once during the virtual parade and 
again in the evening on “Celebrating 
America,’ a special inauguration pro- 
gram that was hosted by actor Tom 
Hanks. 

“This event really encapsulated 
everything that we stand for,’ said 
Willette, Commander of the Mass. 
Military Order of the Purple Heart. 

The national stage was not too big 
for the five-person squad of combat 
veterans, who honed their skills at a 
wide range of events each year. 
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Members of the iaesachimeds Veterans of Foreign Wars Honor ciara pose | 


together at Szot Park in Chicopee. 





U.S. Army veteran Brian Willette of the Mass. VFW Foreign Wars Honor 
Guard partook in the virtual “Parade Across America” on Jan. 20 alongside 
his daughter, Chicopee resident Christine Lupacchino, an Honor Guard 
commander and master sergeant in the state Air National Guard 104" 
Fighter Wing; Eric Segundo, U.S. Army veteran from Springfield; Rene 
Fuertes, U.S. Navy veteran from Randolph; and Keith Buckhout, U.S. Marine 
and Air Force veteran from Easthampton. Courtesy photos 


“Whether it’s posting the colors 
at a little league championship game 
here in western Mass. or at a Red 
Sox game, the same professionalism 
and dedication goes into each Honor 
Guard presentation,” said Willette. 

Willette was especially proud of 
his daughter, Lupacchino, who of- 
fered a congratulatory message to 
President Biden. Participating in the 
Honor Guard is a family tradition that 
dates back many decades. 

“My dad and her grandfather was 
a member of the old United States 
Honor Guard in Washington D.C. 
in the 1950s,” said Willette. “I often 
think it skipped 
me and went to 
her, the exper- 
tise. She really 
knows her stuff 
as our command- 
er. I couldn’t be 
prouder.” 
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unfolded in Washington D.C. several 
weeks ago impacted his approach. 
“The events of Jan. 6 added spe- 
cial weight to this day. The attack on 
the Capitol I feel was a direct attack 
on our Constitution,” said Willette. “It 
increased the magnitude and gave us 
that extra pride. Being all veterans, 
we’ve sworn to uphold the Constitu- 
tion of the United States against all 
enemies, foreign and domestic, and I 
feel that we played a role in uphold- 
ing that Constitution on Jan. 20 par- 
ticipating in the inauguration.” 
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For Willette, 
the recent attack 
on the U.S. Capi- 
tol brought added 
significance to an 
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honor that he al- | USDAINSP. FRESH 
ready considered 
to be special in 
its own right. He 
explained how 


the events that 
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@ La Cucina di Hampden House 
1 Allen Street, Hampden, MA 
413-566-8324 
www.lacucinahampden.com 
CURRENT HOURS: Mon-Thurs 3-8pm; 
Sat 2-9pm; Sun 2-8pm 

Lounge open & pizza available 7 days 


® Route 20 Bar & Grille 

2341 Boston Road (The Wilbraham Shops) 
Wilbraham, MA 

413-279-2020 
www.route20barandgrille.com 

CURRENT HOURS: Lunch: Thurs-Sat starting at 
11:30am; Dinner: Tues-Thurs 4-9pm; 

Fri & Sat 4-10pm; Sunday 11:30am-7:00pm; 
Sunday Brunch 11:30am-2:30pm 


@ Donovan's Irish Pub 

Eastfield Mall, 1655 Boston Road, Springfield, MA 
413-543-0791 

www.donovanspub.com 

CURRENT HOURS: Thurs-Sat 11am-9pm; 

sun 9am-/pm; Sunday breakfast 9am - noon 


® Venice Pizza & Grill 

2341 Boston Road, The Wilbraham Shops 
Wilbraham, MA 

413-540-8080 
Wwww.venicepizzagrill.com 

OPEN: Tues-Thurs 10:45am-9:30pm 

Fri & Sat 10:45am -10pm; Sun 11am-9pm 
Closed Monday 
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FASY PEEL wsiscraisnase D Aw 


Fair me limes 90 Avocado St. 


Springfield 
HOURS: Mon. - Wed. 8-4 AI 3-13/-1 288 
Thurs, 8-6 ¢ Fri, 8-6 ¢ Sat, 8-3 


www.90meat.com 
We reserve the right 
to limit quantities. 


BIG(GAME' SPECIALS _ 


BONELESS CHICKEN BREAST. ° 22 
BONELESS PORK BUTT STRIPS °2¢ 
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Western Mass. needs more COVID vaccine sites 


Phase II of the Massachusetts COVHD-19 
vaccination program rolled out Monday. The 
bleak weather that ushered in the new week 
turned out to be an apt metaphor for the plan so 
far, especially if you reside in Western Mass. 

Due to a lack of supply of the vaccine and 
high demand by residents waiting to be inoc- 
ulated, prioritizing which residents are first in 
line makes sense. Healthcare workers, first-re- 
sponders, and other categories of people facing 
the highest risk were designated for the first 
phase. The second phase prioritizes those age 
75 and older, followed by seniors age 65 and 
up, people with certain underlying conditions, 
then other front-line workers, such as grocery 
store staff and teachers. Everyone else is ex- 
pected to become eligible in April, assuming 
enough vaccine doses are available. 

That part of the plan is sound. We’ll even 
say it’s fair because the most vulnerable among 
us and those doing essential work who can’t 
do their jobs while quarantining should be pro- 
tected first while waiting for vaccine produc- 
tion to catch up with demand. 

What’s lacking is a plan for mass inocula- 
tion sites in Western Mass. If you take a look 
at the distribution site map on mass.gov, you'll 
see a lone red star, which represents a mass 
site, in our entire region. Most of what you’ll 


SOGIAL SECURITY 
MATTERS 


see are green stars signifying local health care 
providers and blue stars that are effectively 
wishful thinking because those are for pharma- 
cies and right now, none of our local chains are 
offering shots. 

Hampden County alone has over 466,000 
residents, yet Eastfield Mall in Springfield is 
the one mass vaccination site. Glance over 
toward Boston on the distribution map and 
there’s a solid wall of red stars, most notably 
Fenway Park and Gillette Stadium. 

How ironic that the part of the Common- 
wealth with the most open space hasn’t been 
leveraged to create pop-up vaccination clinics. 
Yes, you could practically fit all of Chicop- 
ee into Fenway while filling Gillette with the 
combined populations of Pittsfield and Lud- 
low, but what we lack in sheer numbers we 
make up for with resources. 

Fred Ferguson, owner of Palmer Motor- 
sports Park, said he’d gladly open his facility 
for use as an inoculation site if asked. Brim- 
field has acres of fields where flea markets are 
held in-season that could be temporarily repur- 
posed. Not to mention farms just about every- 
where that could be suitable. 

There’s a long list of possibilities if the 
COVID-19 Task Force would only consider 
expanding access in our region. And it should. 


Another improvement we’d like to see is the 
sign-up process. The online portal set up to re- 
quest a shot opened to poor reviews, especially 
from the senior citizen segment, who found it 
less than user-friendly. Despite Gov. Charlie 
Baker’s exasperated retort that it couldn’t pos- 
sibly be any easier, the fact is too many seniors 
couldn’t navigate it. 

In response, state senators Eric Lesser and 
Anne Gobi led a bipartisan effort to prod the 
Taskforce into setting up a special 1-800 call 
center to book appointments. Baker seemed 
agreeable and hopefully by next week if not 
sooner, that centralized system will be up and 
running. Time is of the essence when working 
to end a pandemic and the more those eligible 
in this phase are encouraged to sign up for the 
vaccine, the better off we’ll all be. 

Primarily though, the task force needs a 
plan to create more mass sites in our region. 
Those eligible now deserve more options for 
getting their initial shot and eventual boost- 
er. And hopefully, by phase HI, everyone still 
waiting to be inoculated can do that quickly 
and without having too travel far. 

Just because we’re rural, doesn’t mean we 
want to be more vulnerable to COVID-19 than 
our fellow citizens to the east. 





Letters fo the Editor 
‘Wind at Your Back’ 


Questions benefit 
amount after 
claim delayed 


By Russell Gloor 
Guest columnist 


Dear Rusty: I am having prob- 
lems getting answers from the na- 
tional Social Security office or the 
local agent who I first spoke with 
to apply for my benefits. I am 70 
in January 2021, and applied for 
benefits at the end of August 2020. 
I asked to have benefits start in 
October 2020, with my first pay- 
ment received in November. I was 
told that the benefit for applying at 
age 69 and nine months would not 
be received until January of 2021. 
Until then, I would receive the 
69 years and 0 months payment, 
which I received in November and 
December of 2020. In January 
2021 however, I received the same 
2020 payment plus the COLA in- 
crease. I’ve asked what’s up at the 
local office and have been waiting 
for a return phone call. My first 
question: is the amount I received 
in November and December last 
year correct: it is only the age 69 
amount, not the 69 and 9 months 
benefit for the age I was at the 
time? And second, if that’s true, 
when in 2021 should I get my full 
amount? Signed: Confused 

Dear Confused: I’Il try to clear 
this up for you. Delayed Retire- 
ment Credits (DRCs) of 0.667% 
are earned monthly for each full 
month you delay claiming after 
your full retirement age (which for 
you 1s 66). But although you earn 
delayed retirement credits month- 
ly, Social Security only applies 
them in January of each year. You 
don’t lose them; they just don’t do 
the benefit adjustment until Janu- 
ary of each year. That’s why you 
got only the age 69 benefit when 
you started your benefits in Oc- 
tober and why your payment in 
November and December didn’t 
include those DRCs. 

The Social Security payment 


Please see SECURITY, page 15 


These things often devolve 
into a roast of the honoree. No 
luck here. Jeff Farnsworth just 
isn’t funny. 

I have known Jeff as a patrol 
officer, union rep., sergeant and 
chief. It has been a pleasure to 
watch as he handled each with 
a straightforward honest manner 
and with a diplomacy not often 


found. As he moves on the Town 
is left a police department that 
does us proud. The personnel are 
outstanding, equipment is up-to- 
date, radios are being brought on 
line and we have a modern facil- 
ity: all done with respect for the 
taxpayer. 

Jeff’s ability to relate the 
community to the department 


and with equal dexterity, repre- 
sent the department to the town 1s 
a quality rarely seen. It is found 
in only true leaders. 

As he moves ahead, I hope he 
knows that he leaves with our ap- 
preciation, gratitude and wishes 
for continued success. 

Austin McKeon 





To the editor 

[ just paid my quarterly taxes 
for the Town of Wilbraham and 
wonder what they are going to- 
wards. 

I have watched as the young 
families around me are strug- 
gling every day trying to manage 
work and home schooling. Some 
have had to resort to hiring pri- 
vate tutors and babysitters which 
is very costly. Some are trying 
to assist their children while 
also holding down full time jobs 
and can’t do both effectively. I 
have also been searching our lo- 
cal papers to see if there is any 


end to this hybrid schooling. To 
no avail, I have been unable to 
find a solution brought forth by 
our superintendent or the school 
committee. Most recently, a lot- 
tery was held as a few spots were 
available for 4 day in school 
instruction on the kindergarten 
level. Are the Wilbraham chil- 
dren’s educations something that 
can be GAMBLED WITH??? 
This is not a fair and equitable 
solution. Why not offer to al- 
ternate on a weekly basis or use 
the available space in other parts 
of the building to accommodate 
the entire kindergarten? We also 
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have 2 completely empty schools 
in the HWRSD district, can’t 
these buildings be utilized. I ha- 
ven’t seen any of these options 
mentioned in local news or on 
the website. The town needs to 
be innovative and provide solu- 
tions. The school committee 
and superintendent have had 10 
months to provide a more viable 
educational experience for our 
desperate Wilbraham families. 
We certainly pay enough taxes 
and can do better. 

Faith Perrault 


Wilbraham 
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Turley Publications, Inc. cannot 
assume liability for the loss of 
photographs or other materials 
submitted for publication. 
Materials will not be returned 
except upon specific request 
when submitted. 


Editorial 
Policy 


Letters to the editor 
should be 350 words or less 
in length. No unsigned or 
anonymous opinions will be 
published. We require letter 
writers to include his or her 
town of residence and home 
telephone number. We must 
authenticate authorship pri- 
or to publication. We reserve 
the right to edit or withhold 
any submissions deemed to 
be libelous or contain un- 
substantiated allegations, 
personal attacks, defamation 
of character and offensive 
language. All unknown or 
alleged facts and quotations 
offered by the author need 
to cite credible, unbiased 
sources. Send letters to: 
Editor, Wilbraham-Hamp- 
den Times, 24 Water Street, 
Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to 
413-682-0013 or via e-mail 
to elinscott@turley.com. The 
deadline for submissions is 
Friday at noon. 


Correction Policy 

The TIMES will gladly 
correct factual errors that 
appear in this paper and 
can be substantiated. Cor- 
rections or clarifications will 
always appear on the edito- 
rial pages. To request a Cor- 
rection, send information in 
an e-mail or mailed commu- 
nication to the editor at the 
above address listed above. 

The Wilbraham-Hamp- 
den TIMES is published ev- 
ery Thursday by Turley Pub- 
lications, Inc. One year out 
of town subscriptions are 
available at $45, out of state 
$50 by calling 800-824-6458 
Ext. 201. The deadline for 
submission of news material, 
letters to the editor and pho- 
tos is Monday at 12 p.m. The 
TIMES is not responsible for 
submitted photos. 
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NEW EMTS GRADUATE 
They earned while they learned are now ready for full-time service 


By Jonah Snowden 
jsnowden@ turley.com 


SPRINGFIELD — _ Despite 
the cold, blustery weather, staff 
of American Medical Response, 
public officials, and family and 
friends attended an in-person 
graduation for 14 new Emer- 
gency Medical Technicians, in- 
cluding a ludlow resident, at the 
Eastfield Mall on Jan. 28. 

Springfield Mayor Domen- 
ic Sarno, Chairman of the EMS 
Commission, Dr. John Santoro, 
and other officials were present 
to support the new graduates, 
who enrolled in AMR’s Earn 
While You Learn Program. 

Program Director for the 
EMT and Paramedic Programs 
for AMR _ Springfield, Emily 
Chandler, said the students were 
impressive from the start, specif- 
ically during their interviews. 

“Their dedication to the 
program has been unwavering, 
despite being stared down by a 
pandemic,” said Chandler. 

“These students were hungry 
for knowledge. They were ex- 
cited for each step of the way as 
they learned to become an EMT. 
They showed the perseverance 
and dedication needed to be- 
come not just an EMT, but an 
exceptional EMT.” 

One of the graduates was 
Ludlow resident Coty Guyette, 
who was more than excited and 
grateful to achieve this accom- 
plishment. Guyette said he pur- 
sued this opportunity in mid-Au- 
gust because he felt the need to 
help as many people as he can 
during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

“T came across AMR and did 
a little bit of research and end- 
ed up joining the class,” Guyette 
said. 

“Tt was definitely a great way 
of just being able to achieve a 
role like this where we can give 
hope in the community without 
going through four years of med 
school or nursing school.” 

Guyette said because of the 
condensed nature of the academ- 
ic aspect of the program, it re- 
quires a full commitment. Any- 
one considering following in his 
footsteps should be prepared for 
hours of intense study, he said. 

“T can’t express how thick 
that book is,” Guyette said of the 
text. 

“Youre learning something 
that you would typically learn in 
a full year within three months, 
so it’s just a lot of dedication, a 
lot of studying, and you really 


PLANNING FOR THE WEEK 
FAMILY DINNERS (serves 4 adults) @ 
SUNDAY - $30 


The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES 


In the wake of the coviD-1 19 pandemic, Ludlow resident and newly 
graduated EMT Coty Guyette said he felt the calling to serve the 
public and enrolled in the Earn While you Learn program. 


iInno\ 


Cut 


Springfield Mayor Domenic 
Sarno helped preside of a 
graduation ceremony for a new 
class of EMTs. 


have to have your heart in it to be 
successful.” 

Guyette is ready to help those 
in need. 

“T’m excited to jump in,” he 
said. 

“This is going to be a part- 
time job for me, so this is going 
to be my fun job. It'll be great to 
just get in and start helping, es- 
pecially with this pandemic. It 
got a little slow in the summer 
and it’s starting to kind of pick 
up again, so it’s exciting to be 
able to do something helpful.” 


Other graduates are: 
e Raulisha Agramonte — Spring- 
field 
e Milena Colon — Springfield 
e Amber Deluca — Springfield 
e Zachary Fontana — Howe — 
Vernon, Conn. 
e Hanna Kopec, Chicopee 
¢ Dylan Labonte - Chicopee 
e Celine Lopes — Springfield 


Penne, Meatballs & Sausage 
Italian Salad, Warm Bread 


TUESDAY - $25 


Chicken Tenders & Fries 
Coleslaw, Italian Salad, Warm Bread 


WEDNESDAY - $28 


Chicken Parmesan Over Penne 
Italian Salad, Warm Bread 


THURSDAY - $28 
Country Fried Chicken 
Brian’s Home Made Mac ‘N Cheese 
Salad, Warm Bread 


a8 
MAIN STREET 
TAVERN 


“Exactly what a Main Street Tavern should be” 


218 Main Street, Monson 
www.218mainstreettavern.com 


413-893-9078 
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Regional Director of American 
Medical Response Patrick 
Pickering welcomed a new 
class of EMTs to the area. 


e Sara Miranda — Springfield 
e Rambo Ngo — Springfield 
e Jenny Ninh — 
Springfield 

e Justin Perez — 
Springfield 

¢ Theodore 
Perry — Spring- 
field 

¢ Scarlett 
Villalobos — 
Springfield 


The Earn 
While You 
Learn program 
is designed to 
ease the transi- 
tion for those 
wanting to be- 
come EMS pro- 
fessionals. It al- 
lows trainees to 
be paid as full- 
time employees 
while taking the 
necessary certi- 
fication cours- 
es to become 
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e 
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TE “28, 14 a qradieiee “(with one aieenb received their certificates 
and officially became Emergency Medical Technicians. 


EMTs. 

Diversity and inclusion are 
major underpinnings of the pro- 
gram. Among the 14 new grad- 
uates, 57% are women and 57% 
people of color. 

“On the frontlines of the 
efforts in the fight against 
COVID-19 are AMR’s EMTs 
and paramedics, who are not 
only testing and vaccinating, 
but also responding within our 
communities 24 hours a day, 365 
days a year,” said AMR North- 
east Regional Director Patrick 
Pickering. 

“We are thrilled to announce 
the graduation of another Earn 
While You Learn class of out- 
standing EMTs here in the City 
of Springfield. This group of 
compassionate, caring people 





1 Allen St., Hampden, MA e 413- 566- 8324 


VALENTINE’S DAY WEEKEND 
Friday 2/12, Saturday 2/13, Sunday 2/14 


Opening at 2:00 pm - Reservations Required 
Serving Valentine's Specials & Our Full Menu 


are now trained medical profes- 
sionals, helping our community 
by saving lives in such a histori- 
cally difficult time.” 

Sarno welcomes the help. 

“T am very appreciative of 
AMR’s continued belief and in- 
vestment in our Springfield, even 
as we continue to work together 
to defeat this COVID-19 Coro- 
navirus pandemic,” he said. 

“AMR has been great to work 
with. The Earn While You Learn 
Program continues to be what 
my administration is all about — 
creating more new jobs for our 
residents and their families. This 
very successful program is de- 
signed to make an easier transi- 
tion for those wanting to become 
an EMS professional.” 


. 


Special Valentine's Cocktails = 


FAMILY STYLE MEALS 


Serves up to6 people ~ 


Al Family Style Meals are Served with Salad & Bread — 


Chicken Parmesan - 40 
Rigatoni Bolognese - 40 


~ Chicken Marsala - 40 ae F- 
Chicken Francaise - Se. és rete 
Crazy Alfredo - 40 age 


, ‘Chicken Broccoli Alfredo - 40 * 


Spaghetti and Meatballs - 40 . * 
Braised Beef Short Ribs - 45 eS EY ae 


a VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR MENUS ~ 


FULL SERVICE HOME CATERING AVAILABLE! 
ti 


See our website for our Banquet & Catering Menu 


_ lacucinahampden. com 
af 9 LOUNGE OPEN & PIZZA 7 DAYS 


Mon.-Thurs, 3-8pm 
Sat. 2-9pm 


Sun. 2-8pm 
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A COMMUNITY GALLERY 


< 


ed 
a 


_— 
<3 
i = 


\ iN ns) oN. cy TAA 


y 
J 


} 
\ a 


= 


ad 


Za. 
=p 


a @ 
fy SU - 
Y 7 $; 
ye fe 2 
ee) Ea 


A 
Ae Pa sf 


Barbara and Richard, Ethan Allen, Priscilla 
McCarthy, and dog Tucker take time to 
socialize in the parking lot of the Wilbraham 
Senior Center on Jan. 20. Photo by David Miles. 


“Thank you Lindsey, Liam and Owen!! The cookies were delicious!!” the Wilbraham Police Department wrote 
on its Facebook page on Jan. 26. From left to right are Dispatch Supervisor Anthony Gentile, Officer John 
Lewis, and Officer Mike Cygan. Photo courtesy of the Wilbraham Police Department’s Facebook page. 





Mike Kober with John, Rich and Doug Howell at Common Grounds Cafe in Wil 











tA GENA MAPPLETHORPE A 
Realtor 
p. Cell: (413) 222-9883 Does dowr 
h 2341 Boston Road Now more 
Wilbraham, MA 01095 to guide y 
». HUNT REALTY 
Ss ASSOCIATES GenaMARealtor@gmail.com FORA 
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It's hard to believe, but yes, it's true 
PN aekcyikom\/Koayace: 
imabha@atheve mance): 

Happy birthday to our princess 
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Love Baba and Mama 


Send us in your announcements! 
Happy Birthdays, Anniversaries, etc. 


Please send to elinscott@turley.com 
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Hampden Public Library joined in on the viral Bernie 
Sanders meme trend following the presidential 
inauguration, joking that Sanders was “waiting for story 
time” at the Hampden library. Photo courtesy of the Hampden 
Free Public Library’s Facebook page. 





lire you an Empty Nester? 

sizing make practical and financial sense for you in 2021? BR&eeR ee \ See 
: than ever, you need a full-time experienced Realtor® §e 2) = = Tle 
ou through the home selling and home buying process. =. aaa ee 
FREE, NO OBLIGATION HOME VALUATION CALL ME TODAY! 
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Hampden Senior Center upcoming events 


Exercising with YMCA on 
Zoom — Open to everyone! Cost 
$2 per class. You will need a com- 
puter/laptop/tablet, internet access 
and an email. Call (413) 566-5588 
for more details. 


Free Winter Vegetables — D 
& R Farm offers fresh produce 
and it’s FREE with HIP! Shares 
are limited, so call Wendy at (413) 
566-5588 or email outreach@ 
hampdenma.gov to sign up. 


Warm your HEART by 
helping warm the HEARTS of 
others - Do you know a Senior in 
Hampden who is home bound and 
could use a little cheering up? We 
would love to send a little gift to 
show we care and help put a smile 
on their face. If you know some- 
one who could use this gift of 
cheer please contact the Hampden 
Senior Center. 


Happy Valentine’s Day - 
Feb. 12 from 1-1:30 p.m. — Drive 
up and take away a free sweet 





Poco 


She is a 

1 year old 
Rhodesian 
Ridgeback 
mix. She 
loves her 
new baby 
brother. 
She lives in 
Hampden 
with the 
Thoma 
family. 





PET OF THE MONTH 





treat! 


Puzzle Pac’s — We have put 
together four fun puzzle games, 
with a raffle and prizes for those 
who take up the challenge. These 
will be available for pick up start- 
ing Feb. 2 at the Hampden Senior 
Center by the front door in box 
marked “Puzzle Pac Pick-Up”. 
Your completed Puzzle Pac needs 
to be returned by February 26th 
and dropped in the box marked 
“Puzzle Pac Drop Off’. Raffle 
drawing will be March 5 and win- 
ners will be notified. 


Building Fundraiser — ‘“‘Win- 
dow Cling” — Easy Cling to place 
on your car or home window to 
show support for the Hampden 
Senior Center. Suggested dona- 
tion $2 each. All donations are 
applied to our building fund. Call 
(413) 566-5588 to place your or- 
der and for pick up details. 


Foot Care — Please call 566- 
5588 to schedule an appointment. 




























Pets Can Reduce Stress, 
Cholesterol and Obesity 


By Drs. Kay Judge and Maxine Barish-Wreden 


Did you make a resolution to get healthy this 


year? Get a pet! 


We know that pets make good companions and 


decrease loneliness, but numerous studies have 
shown other profound health benefits of owning a pet: 
1. Pets help recovery from heart attacks. A 
National Institutes of Health study of 421 adults found 
that dog owners had a better one-year survival rate 
after a heart attack, compared to those who did not 


own dogs. 


2. Pets help us calm down. A study of 240 married 
couples showed that pet owners had lower heart rates 
and blood pressure as compared to those without pets. 


3. Pets help reduce stress better than our human 


companions. Pet owners had less stress and quicker 
recovery from stress when they were with their pets 
as compared to when they were with their spouse or 


friend. 


4. Pet owners have less obesity. A study looking at 
2,000 adults found that pet owners who walked their 
dogs had less rates of obesity, were more physically 


active and had better mobility in their golden years 


than those without pets. 


5. Pets increase opportunities for socialization. 


Many studies have shown that walking a dog leads to 
more conversations and socialization. 

6. Pets can help your cholesterol. The Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention states that owning a f5, 
pet can decrease cholesterol, triglycerides and blood = 


Pressure. 


7. Pets can help comfort children. Child 
psychologists have found that pets can be very 
comforting to children and help them develop 
empathy. They have also been found to help autistic 


children with socialization. 


SO, get a pet! It may be a path to your good health! 





G 


Boarding 
Web Cams 
Heated Floors 
Large Indoor/Outdoor Accommodations 
Playtime Available- fenced in 1/4 acre lot 


> 


WILBRAHAM 


Animal Hospital 


Andrew R. Hersman, DVM 
Lynn Dgetluck, DVM 
William D. Anderson, DVM 
Hannah Belcher-Timme, DVM 
Denise Chiminiello, DVM 
Leah Guidry, DVM 
Ben Shryock, DVM 


Masks are required, and you must 
wait in your car until your sched- 
uled appointment time, so we can 
sanitize in between appointments. 


Memory Café to meet via 
Zoom on Fridays from 10 a.m. to 
11:30 a.m. — Memory Cafe is a 
safe and comfortable space where 
caregivers and their loved ones 
living with Dementia or Alzhei- 
mer’s can socialize, listen to mu- 
sic, play games, and enjoy other 
activities. You don’t need a com- 
puter to participate, you can call 
in and connect with everyone just 
by using your phone. Please call 
Wendy at (413) 566-5588 or email 
her at outreach@hampdenma.gov 
to sign up. 


Sand for Hampden Seniors 
— The fire department will deliv- 
er a FREE five-gallon bucket of 
sand to your home for the winter 
weather. You must be over the 
age of 60 living in Hampden. Call 
(413) 566-5588 and leave your 
name, address, phone number, and 


ome ente onto cate egle ente 


PET PAGEs 


READERS! 


Send in your pet picture for our “Pet of the Month” and of. 
a free weekend get-away or spa package for your pet courtesy of 
Porter Road Pet Care. Email your photos to: jwalker@turley.com. 
Please include your name and your pet’s name. 


location on property where you 
would like the bucket dropped off. 


Phone Pal Program — Sign up 
to be a phone pal with a Spring- 
field College Occupational Thera- 
py Student. Possible Conversation 
Topics: * Share life stories and 
adventures * Get advice on using 
cell phone, tablet, and computer 
skills ¢ Share each other’s topics 
of interest ¢ Talk about anything 
that is meaningful and purposeful 
to you! Communication options 
available via: phone call, Face- 
Time or Zoom visits. If interested, 
please call Wendy at (413) 566- 
5588 for more information. 


Grab N’ Go Lunch Program 
— Tuesday through Friday, pick up 
from 11:30 to noon. This program 
is provided by Greater Spring- 
field Senior Services and serves 
a healthy lunch for anyone 60 or 
older. Suggested donation $2. Call 
(413) 566-5588 to sign up. 













ome ofle oho ome cute ome ome ome a 
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Wilbraham Animal Hospital 
2424 Boston Road, Wilbraham, MA 


413.596.8395 


wilbrahamanimalhospital.com 


East Springfield Veterinary Hospital 
525 Page Blvd., Springfield, MA 
413.739.6389 © esvhospital.com 

(Less than 1 mile from Rt. 291 La 

Open Nights & Weekends 


Day Care 









413-525-3532 


www.porterroadpetcare.com 


Bathing 
Haircuts 
Maincures 
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SJB Nursery 
School 
enrollment 
season 


LUDLOW - St. John the 
Baptist School is currently 
accepting registrations for 
Nursery School for 2021- 
20777 

As an integral part of 
St. John the Baptist School, 
children will benefit from 
the school’s many offerings: 
Before & After-School Care, 
Hot Lunch program, Com- 
puter, Art, Music, and Gym. 
The school has full and half- 
day programs available for 
children ages three, four and 
five. 

Call the school at (413) 
583-8550 to learn more and 
schedule a school tour. 

SJB School... because 
God created your child to 
thrive! 








SPA Services Available 






2400 Boston Road 
Wilbraham 
413-246-0859 


NEW CLASS! 


Intro To Your Puppy 
- Personal Sessions 
With Your Family 


Did You Get A New Puppy For Christmas? 


Don’t Forget Training! 


e Obedience & 
Manners training 


e Small group classes - 
Wilbraham & Ware locations 


e Puppy class & Basic leash 


e Environmental training 





NEW PUPPY CLASSES AVAILABLE NOW! 


e Private training in your home 
or my Wilbraham facility 
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Buzzer-beater sinks Falcons 


By Tim Peterson 
Sports Correspondent 


WILBRAHAM — A player 
must make two consecutive free 
throws before Chicopee Comp 
head coach Gavin Miller allows 
the other members of the boys’ 
varsity basketball team to leave 
the gymnasium at the end of 
every practice. The free throw 
shooting drill paid dividends for 
the Colts in the first game of the 
regular season. 

With 1.9 seconds remaining 
in regulation, Comp senior Den- 
nis Popovichenko stepped up to 
the foul line and sank two free 
throws giving his team an excit- 
ing 47-45 road victory over the 
Minnechaug Falcons on a snowy 
night in Wilbraham, last Tuesday 
(Jan. 26). 

“Our practices don’t end until 
a player hits two free throws in a 
row. I pick a different player ev- 
ery day to make the two shots,” 
Miller said. “I told Dennis during 
the timeout that if you want to go 
home, you'll have to make these 
two free throws and he did. It’s a 
nice way to start our season.” 

Because of the new 
COVID-19 rules, no other player 
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Samuel Dean competes in a relay. 


Daniel Picard swims in the 200 medley relay. 


= sports@turley.com 
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Photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com 


Christopher Moreno tries to get his shot away ahead of a block. 


from either team was standing in 
the lane when Popovichenko at- 
tempted his first fee throw. Two 
players from each team were 
standing in the lane for the sec- 
ond free throw attempt. 

“T just focused on the bas- 
ket and blocked everything out 
around me. Making both of 
the free throws felt great,’ said 
Popovichenko, who scored a 
team-high 19 points. “They did 





avid Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com — 





beat us twice last year, but we 
knew that we had the talent to 
beat them in tonight’s game.” 
The two boys’ basketball 
teams, who are currently mem- 
bers of the Hampden West pool, 
had competed against each other 
in the Suburban League during 
the past couple of years. A year 
ago, the Falcons defeated the 
Colts, 71-65, in the first meeting. 
They also pulled out a 60-55 win 
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Michael Pelletier tries to lift his 
shot over the outreached hand of 
his opponent. 


in the second meeting. 

“We did win two very close 
games against Comp last year,” 
said Minnechaug head coach 
Michael Orzech. “You just have 
to give them a lot of credit be- 
cause they outplayed us in to- 
night’s game.” 

Popovichenko, who made a 
total of five lay-ups in the sea- 
son opener, went to the foul line 








Sawyer Lisowski makes his way up the lane. 
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after being fouled on a missed 
lay-up attempt. He had grabbed 
an offensive rebound following a 
missed free throw. 

“He probably wouldn’t have 
gotten the offensive rebound if 
we had boxed out on the pre- 
vious free throw attempt. It’s a 
frustrating loss,’ Orzech said. 
“We just allowed them to dictate 
the pace of play.” 

Popovichenko is one of the 
Colts senior co-captains, along 
with Mason Carriveau, who also 
reached double digits with 13 
points in the season opener. 

“Mason is our floor general 
this year,’ Miller said. “His bas- 
ketball IQ is very high. I’m glad 
that he and Dennis are our cap- 
tains this year.” 

The Colts other two returning 
varsity players are senior’s John 
Vandal (5 points) and Benjamin 
Warren (2 points). Sophomore 
Colin Scammon_ scored four 
points in his first varsity game. 

The leading Minnechaug 
scorer in the first meeting against 
Comp was junior captain Matt 
Devine, who netted 14 of his 
game-high 20 points in the first 
half. Devine is also the Falcons 


Please see BASKETBALL, page 12 


MASCAC 
cancels ‘fall 
in spring’ 
competition 


WESTFIELD — The Massa- 
chusetts State Collegiate Ath- 
letic Conference (MASCAC) 
announced today that the eight 
MASCAC Presidents made the 
difficult decision to cancel the 
fall in spring semester athletic 
conference competition, includ- 
ing all indoor and outdoor ath- 
letic conference competition. 
The decision ends the possibility 
of resuming the fall conference 
competition during the spring 
of 2021 but will allow fall and 
winter student-athletes training 
opportunities. While there will 
not be a conference schedule for 
MASCAC fall sports, member 
institutions will be allowed to 
schedule fall sport non-confer- 
ence games at their discretion. 

“The MASCAC office has 
been meeting regularly with the 
presidents, athletic directors, 
athletic trainers and other es- 
sential staff to consider ways we 
can bring our student-athletes 
back to the playing field safe- 
ly while adhering to all state, 
federal and NCAA guidelines,” 
said MASCAC Commissioner 


Chaug swimming hits the pool. 


COVID-19 modifications. Each recorded and pitted against the 
team swam in their respective other teams. When times were 
pools at the same time, doing matched up, Minnechaug de- 
the same events. Times were  feated Agawam 100-88. 


Angela Baumann. “Regrettably, 
the highly contagious nature of 
the COVID-19 virus and the risk 
of community spread through 


Please see MASCAC, page 12 


WILBRAHAM -_ The 
Minnechaug Regional High 
School boys swimming team 
returned to action, taking the 


pool “against Agawam.” Aga- 
wam was not physically there, 
but the virtual swim meet was 
held between the teams due to 
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This week in recreation 


Helen Sullivan, Clerk 


WILBRAHAM -— There’s at 
least a little bit of snow on the 
ground which, to me, is the only 
way that the cold winter weath- 
er is excused (it’s an age thing, 
I think). But the temps will be 
rising soon and the playing fields 
will be clear. 

Parks & Rec is getting geared 
up to offer a selection of activi- 
ties that will get the children out 
of the house and moving around. 
I think everyone is looking for- 
ward to the chance to more activ- 
ities outside again. Hopefully, the 
COVID-19 restrictions will con- 
tinue to be loosened and life will 
move more to what we were used 
to call “normal.” 

Thanks to the school depart- 
ment, we were able to set up an 
intramural basketball program for 
high school students. The school 
department has agreed to let us 
use Wilbraham Middle School’s 
gymnasium on weekends for this 
program. Our K-8 programs had 
maxed out the usage of Memori- 
al and Thornton Burgess, so we 


truly appreciate the opportunity 
to expand the number of facilities 
available for scheduling. 

Registration for Competitive 
Baseball (U9 and U11 only) be- 
gan on Feb. 2. We do not have a 
specific date and place for the try- 
outs, but they will be held indoors 
at the end of February or begin- 
ning of March (Note: Tryouts for 
U13 and U15 were held last fall). 
Fast on the heels of the tryouts, 
we will be starting registration for 
Recreation Baseball and Softball 
in early March. 

Fingers crossed everyone — 
we are finalizing details for our 
Spring Volleyball and Lacrosse 
programs. These programs will 
run in April and May. Registra- 
tion will be held in March for 
Volleyball, Spring Track & Field, 
Tennis, and believe it or not, Spec 
Day Camp (yes, it’s that time of 
year again). 

It is so energizing just to be 
able to write about having all 
these programs again. It’s hard 
to believe that it was just about a 
year ago when stories first start- 
ed circulating about COVID and 


I believe that no one thought 2020 
would play out the way it did. But 
it’s a new year and we should all 
have a newly psyched attitude that 
things will be OK. 

Stay tuned for our email blasts 
and our notes in this weekly col- 
umn. We read and re-read the 
COVID-19 regulations constantly 
so that we can be ready to offer as 
varied a selection of programs as 
is possible. 

Notes: Registration began for 
Competitive Baseball (U9 and 
UI1 only) on Feb. 2. Depending 
on COVID-19 restrictions, we 
hope to start Lacrosse registra- 
tions in the next couple of weeks. 

Our programs are severely re- 
stricted in size of enrollment due 
to the COVID-19 restrictions. 
There is no leeway in the maxi- 
mum number of participants. As 
always, registration is on a first- 
come-first-served basis, so if you 
see a program that you want to 
take part in, don’t delay register- 
ing for it. 





MMWEC offers 
scholarships to 
Minnechaug High 
School seniors 


LUDLOW - Applications now being accepted for the 
Massachusetts Municipal Wholesale Electric Company 
(MMWEC) scholarship program. 

MMWEC is offering four $1,000 scholarships to be 
awarded to qualifying seniors from Ludlow High School 
and Minnechaug Regional High School who are plan- 
ning to attend either a two- or four-year college. Scholar- 
ships will be awarded to two students from Ludlow High 
School, one Minnechaug student from Hampden, and 
one Minnechaug student from Wilbraham. Students must 
plan to pursue a degree in disciplines related to engineer- 
ing, environmental sciences, finance, or accounting. 

Scholarship awards will be based on several factors, 
including academic achievement, area of study, and need. 
All seniors planning to pursue one of the specified aca- 
demic areas are encouraged to apply, regardless of their 
class ranking. 

To be considered, students must submit all required 
documents including a letter of recommendation from 
their guidance counselor and a letter detailing their edu- 
cational and professional goals. The submission deadline 
is April 6 and MMWEC will only be accepting electronic 
applications this year. Application and submission details 
will be shared with students via their guidance counsel- 
ors. 

As part of its commitment to the Ludlow, Hampden, 
and Wilbraham communities, MMWEC has awarded 
$52,000 in scholarships to help local students defray the 
cost of higher education since the inception of the schol- 
arship program in 1998. 

MMWEC is the joint action agency for public power 
in Massachusetts, providing a variety of power supply, fi- 
nancial, risk management and other services to the state’s 
consumer-owned, municipal utilities. MMWEC is the 
operator and principal owner of the Stony Brook power 
plant on Moody Street and has been a corporate resident 
of Ludlow for 43 years. 





Wilbraham Women’s Club 
scholarships 


WILBRAHAM/HAMPDEN - The Wilbraham Wom- 
en’s Club is offering two $1,000 scholarships to Wilbra- 
ham or Hampden residents who are graduating seniors 
planning on attending a four-year college or university. 

Applications are available in the guidance office at 
Minnechaug Regional High School. If a student attends 
a private school and would like an application, contact 
Mrs. Agnew at (413) 596-9480. The deadline for receipt 
of the application is April 5. 





Rotary Scholarship 
applications now 
available 


WILBRAHAM - Brad Sperry, chairman of the 
Wilbraham-Hampden Rotary Club Scholarship 
Committee, has announced that applications for the 
2021 Rotary Club scholarships are now available at 
both Minnechaug Regional High School and Wil- 
braham & Monson Academy. 

Applications are due no later than April 1. The 
scholarships are available to qualified high school 
students who are residents of Wilbraham or Hamp- 
den. 

The club will again award nine scholarships, 
each in the amount of $1,500. Applications may 
also be obtained from Sperry by calling (413) 537- 
4171. 





Scholarships for 
volunteerism, community 
grants offered through 
Wilbraham Community 
Association 


WILBRAHAM - Over 40 years ago, town res- 
idents founded the Wilbraham Community Associ- 
ation on the basis of volunteer involvement to pro- 
mote civic pride and enrich our community. 

The WCA is offering scholarships to any Wil- 
braham high school senior who has helped our 
community by volunteering in some way. Up to two 
$1,000 scholarships are available to fund any type 
of academic or vocational education in pursuit of a 
career goal. 

Applications are also available for grants issued 
through the Wilbraham Community Association. 
The Association will offer grants up to $750 to 
hometown nonprofit organizations. The WCA was 
founded by Wilbraham residents to promote and en- 
rich the community. Grants help fulfill the mission 
by funding projects that help improve the town. 

The deadline for applications for scholarships 
and community grants is March 31. For further 
information or to request an application, email 
CDuquette@charter.net or call Cate Duquette at 
(413) 596-8315. 
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BASKETBALL from page 11 


only returning starter. 

“Matt is a tremendous basketball player and he only 
wants to help the team win,” Orzech said. “I think he’Il 
have a chance to play at the next level in a couple of 
years. He’s an excellent captain for us.” 

Sophomore Chris Moreno scored seven points for the 
home team in his first varsity game. Miller is his AAU 
basketball coach. 

“Chris is a very good young basketball player and 
he’s a good kid,” Miller said. “I’ve been coaching him 
since he was in the sixth grade.” 

The first field goal of the new high school basketball 
season was a made lay-up by Comp junior Peyton Batch- 
elor with 6:40 left in the first quarter. It was Batchelor’s 
only points of the game. A little more than a minute later, 
back-to-back 3-pointers by Popovichenko and Carriveau 
pushed the Colts lead to 8-0. 

It was the largest lead by either team the rest of the 
way. 

Devine made a 3-pointer from the left side in the clos- 
ing seconds of the quarter slicing the Falcons deficit to 
12-8. 

A jumper in the lane by Devine two minutes into the 
second quarter gave the Falcons a 14-12 lead for the first 
time. He also made another 3-pointer, but a reverse lay- 
up by Popovichenko gave the Colts a 26-20 lead with less 
than a minute remaining in the first half. 

Comp, who led by as many as five points early in the 
third quarter, entering the final eight minutes of the con- 
test trailing 37-36 following a fast-break lay-up by More- 
no before the buzzer sounded. 

Early in the final quarter, another Devine 3-pointer 
gave the Falcons a 43-38 lead. 

Then the Colts took a one-point lead (44-43) follow- 
ing a pair of 3-pointers by Popovichenko and Carriveau. 

With a minute left on the scoreboard clock, a coast-to- 
coast lay-up by Minnechaug junior Michael Pelletier (5 
points) tied the score at 45-45. 

Both teams missed free throw attempts before Popo- 
vichenko made a pair from the line just like he and his 
teammates do at practice. 

The Falcons did celebrate a 45-39 road win over 
Comp, last Saturday afternoon. Devine also scored 20 in 
that contest, while Popovichenko led the Colts with 16 
points. 





MASCAS from page 1 


conference competition proved too great a risk to our 
student-athletes to engage in conference play. With the 
health and well-being of our student-athletes and our staff 
as our priority, the difficult decision was made to cancel 
the fall in spring MASCAC competition,’ Baumann said. 

Although fall MASCAC competition has been can- 
celed, the state universities will continue to provide stu- 
dent-athletes with on-campus, in-person practices, con- 
ditioning, and training opportunities during the spring 
semester in order to support their physical and mental 
well-being. These practice and training opportunities will 
not use a year of NCAA Eligibility and will be done in 
compliance with campus, state and federal COVID guid- 
ance and protocols. 

“The MASCAC Presidents know the value of inter- 
collegiate athletics to our campus community and how 
important sports are to our student-athletes. The news 
that we need to cancel the fall conference competition 1s 
understandably disappointing, but the health and safety 
of our students and staff is of the utmost importance,’ 
said Massachusetts College of Liberal Arts President 
James Birge, Chair of the MASCAC Council of Presi- 
dents. “These are unprecedented times and making the 
difficult decision to cancel fall conference competition is 
equally unprecedented. We will continue to monitor the 
facts and re-evaluate the status of athletics as information 
and data evolves,” said President Birge. 

The MASCAC Presidents are hopeful that a spring 
sports season will occur and plan to announce their deci- 
sion in February. 

“We are disappointed conference competition 
couldn’t be provided for our fall student-athletes in the 
spring,’ said MASCAC Commissioner Angela Baumann. 
“We are still creating plans to play the spring sports sea- 
son and are hopeful we will be able to provide those stu- 
dent-athletes an athletic experience.” 

Throughout the 2020-21 academic year, the MAS- 
CAC will be celebrating its’ 50th anniversary with spe- 
cial features, facts and trivia commemorating the event. 
Our conference has a rich history of success on the play- 
ing field and in the classroom. Over the academic year, 
the conference will be highlighting the student-athletes, 
teams, coaches, and administrators from the last 50 years. 
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Baker-Polito Administration 
re-files unemployment legislation 


BOSTON — The Baker-Polito Admin- 
istration on Jan. 13 re-filed unemploy- 
ment insurance legislation initially filed 
last month. The Governor’s legislation 
aims to sustain unemployment benefits 
and provide an estimated $1.3 billion in 
unemployment insurance relief to the 
Commonwealth’s employers over two 
years. 

In addition to a two-year unemploy- 
ment insurance tax schedule freeze, the 
legislation also proposes financing mea- 
sures designed to ensure the solvency of 
the Unemployment Insurance Trust Fund 
and that federal borrowing that has oc- 
curred is repaid in a responsible and af- 
fordable manner. 

The main provisions of this legislation 
include: 

Short Term Employer Tax Relief 
through a two-year tax schedule freeze. 
Current Massachusetts unemployment 
legislative statute requires the employer 
tax schedule to increase from schedule E 
to schedule G. This would cause an aver- 
age per employee tax increase from $539 
to $866 — a nearly 60% increase over the 
previous year. Remaining on schedule E 
for 2021 and 2022 slows annual employer 
contribution growth from $539 average 
per employee costs in 2020 to $635 in 
2021 and $665 in 2022. 

Authorization for the issuance of spe- 
cial obligation bonds for the purposes of 
repaying federal advances. In order to 


fund the unprecedented increases in de- 
mand on the unemployment system in 
Massachusetts as a result of COVID-19, 
the Commonwealth has received feder- 
al cash advances. Through the issuance 
of bonds, the Commonwealth will be 
able to ensure positive trust fund solven- 
cy to enable the continued payment of 
benefits. The utilization of capital mar- 
kets also allows Massachusetts to avoid 
paying punitive federal tax increases on 
employers regardless of their experience 
rating if federal advances are not repaid 
by November of 2022. Bonds issued will 
be supported by an unemployment obli- 
gation assessment and will not be general 
obligations of the Commonwealth. 
Establishes an employer surcharge on 
contributory employers. In 2020 all fed- 
eral advances taken to pay benefits are 
interest free. However, interest on federal 
advances will begin to be charged begin- 
ning in January of 2021. The first interest 
payment is due in the Fall of 2021 and it 
cannot be paid from the state unemploy- 
ment trust fund, per federal law. To fund 
interest payments on repayable advances, 
the legislation also establishes a separate 
fund to house surcharge proceeds. The 
passage of this provision authorizes the 
Department of Unemployment Assistance 
to make this assessment but does not re- 
quire the surcharge if interest is waived 
through future federal legislation. 





SCHOOL from page 1 


wouldn’t have to change their current 
classroom teacher, which is something 
the majority of families said they didn’t 
want for their students, according to Ga- 
nem. Several administrators, staff, and 
Hampden- Wilbraham Coalition for Youth 
director Gina Kahn facilitated the lottery 
selection, Ganem told the school commit- 
tee at its Jan. 21 meeting. 

Ganem said there’s also a waitlist for 
students who didn’t get the four-day in 
person option. 

In total, 58 kindergarten students were 
selected in the lottery — 48 at Mile Tree 
School and 10 at Green Meadows. Par- 
ents were given about a week to accept 
or decline the lottery selection. For those 
who accepted, the new four-day in-person 
week started on Feb. 1. 

In total, 86 students applied for the 
lottery at Mile Tree, and 38 students were 
added to the waitlist. At Green Meadows, 
16 were put on the waitlist. 

Parents were notified earlier that week 
of the lottery selections and had until the 
end of the week, Jan. 22, to decide, in or- 
der to allow time to coordinate logistics 
like buses and school lunches. 

There were several families who wrote 
to school staff and committee members, 
saying they “weren’t happy with the (lot- 
tery) process,’ Ganem said, while several 
wrote in and said they were happy that 
some students were being given the op- 
tion for more in-person days. 

“T’m starting to look at first and sec- 
ond grade and am going to be talking to 
principals about” doing a lottery for those 
grades too, Ganem said. “We’ll give them 
the opportunity to do it in the exact same 
way. This is the next phase of bringing 
students in four days a week, and it’s 
something we should be extremely proud 
of that we’re trying to do... nothing re- 
places that face-to-face” instruction from 


teachers, he said. 

Some students with individualized ed- 
ucation plans (IEPs) in various grade lev- 
els have also been approved for four days 
of in-person learning. Director of Student 
Services Gina Roy said those determina- 
tions have been made on a case-by-case 
basis, according to data generated by the 
student’s teachers. 

“Tf they can determine (the student’s) 
performance is much better in person... 
that’s when we try to get them in for four 
days,” Roy said. 

School committee member Sean Ken- 
nedy asked how many families of students 
with IEPs have requested four in-person 
days and how many of those requests 
were approved, but Roy said she didn’t 
have that data available. 

COVID-19 in the schools 

Earlier during the Jan. 21 committee 
meeting, School Nurse Coordinator Teri 
Brand said she’d gathered district-wide 
data on COVID-19 cases for the first se- 
mester of the 2020-2021 school year, 
from September through December. 

“In those four months, on a district 
level, we had 98 total positive COVID-19 
cases among students and staff members, 
with 19 of those cases resulting in school 
exposure where we had to conduct contact 
tracing as a result,’ Brand said. 

In the fall, there were instanc- 
es where more than one student on a 
sports team became infected, Brand 
said, when social activities and gather- 
ings were going on outside of school. 
“With the transmissions that happened, 
we weren’t sure if it was in or out of 
school,’ Brand said. “But we don’t have 
evidence of classroom transmission.” 

Previously, the state required all pub- 
lic-school students to receive flu vac- 
cines, but that requirement was recently 
dropped in order to put more effort into 
the COVID-19 vaccination rollout, Brand 
said. 


BUSINESS 


Turley Publications is liberal with regard to its business coverage polices, but we do have some standards 
folks need to understand. First, local businesses and merchants are just as much institutions in our towns as 
the library and schools. Without them, there are no towns. 

We will feature coverage of local businesses that are new, have a major expansion, moving, closing, 
under new management or ownership, celebrating a milestone anniversary, or have been thrust into the news 
realm. Merchants can request that coverage through the editor, or for our existing advertising clients, through 


their ad representatives. 


For more information on business coverage for the Wilbraham Hampden Times, please email twitkop@ 


turley.com. 
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The Gray House inducts Hampden 
resident as new board president 


REGION — The Gray House induct- 
ed a new president and officers to their 
board of directors at their virtual January 
meeting. All positions are for a one year 
term. 

The new officers are Meg Beturne, 
President; Karen Huntoon, Vice Pres- 
ident; James (Monte) Montemayor, 
Treasurer, and Kathy Hardy, Clerk. Re- 
maining board members are Christina A. 
Bordeau, David A. Chase, Sean Ditto, 
Stephen L. Holstrom; Kathleen Lingen- 
berg, Susan A. Mastroianni and Sr. Jane 
Morrissey, ssj. 

Margaret (Meg) Beturne MSN, RN, 
CPAN, CAPA is a Hampden resident 
and has been on The Gray House board 
for two years. She is a professional nurse 
with over 50 years of experience in the 
peri-anesthesia specialty in both inpa- 
tient and ambulatory settings and has 
lectured extensively nationally and in- 
ternationally. She is currently the Assis- 
tant Nurse Manager at the Baystate Or- 
thopedic Surgery Center in Springfield. 
Beturne has served on several boards of 
directors including The Children’s Study 
Home, Ronald McDonald House of 
Springfield, Elm’s College Alumni and 
Board of Trustees, the Massachusetts 
Society and American Society of Perian- 
esthesia Nurses. 

“T’m excited to step into the role of 
Board President,’ says Beturne. “I’m 
proud of the way The Gray House has 
adapted over the past year and stepped 
up to serve our community when they 


needed us most. We have learned so 
much about our strengths and ability 
to overcome challenges throughout the 
pandemic. We are eager to move forward 
implementing strategies for further col- 
laboration and continuous improvement 
in addressing the pressing needs of our 
neighbors.” 

Karen Huntoon is an East Long- 
meadow resident and has been on The 
Gray House board for over two years. 
Huntoon, now retired, spent nearly 30 
years as the Assistant Clerk-Magistrate 
in the Massachusetts Trial Court. 

James (Monte) Montemayor is a 
Southwick resident and has been on The 
Gray House board for one year. He is 
Vice President/Commercial Loan Officer 
for Florence Bank in West Springfield, 
MA. In addition to The Gray House, he 
previously served on the Dunbar Com- 
munity Center Board and volunteered in 
the Credit for Life program and Junior 
Achievement Stock Market Challenge. 

Kathy Hardy is an Easthampton res- 
ident and Gray House board member 
for four years. Now retired, she was the 
human resource manager for Springfield 
Housing Authority since April 2009. 
Kathy has over 30 years experience in 
the human resource field, working in 
manufacturing, insurance and_ health 
care. In addition to serving on The Gray 
House board, she volunteers on a weekly 
basis to assist with food distribution in 
the Market at Gray House as well as with 
the American Red Cross. 





Saint Mary’s Cemetery closed for burials 


HAMPDEN — Saint Mary’s Cem- 
etery on Scantic Road in Hampden is 
closed for burials as of Dec. 1. It will re- 
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CLUES ACROSS 

1. Nuclear near reach 
weapon 

5. Of she 

8. Hyperbolic function 

12. Rice dish 

14. A team’s best 
pitcher 

15. Strong and healthy 

16. Induces 

18. Popular manga 
series 

19. From a distance 

20. Split 

21. Consumed 

22. Cushions 

23. All over 

26. One who provides 
food 

30. St. Girl, brand 
of beer 61. Fishing net 

31. Walking slowly 62. Small Caribbean 

32. Wood bird 

33. Semitic gods 63. Field force unit 

34. Bugle 64. Japanese beverage 


39. 60-minute periods 
(abbr.) 

42. Congressman 

44. Plant of the heath 
family 

46. Subdivision of an 
army 

47. Having many 
different forms 

49, Shellfish 

50. Latin for hail 

51. Between sixth and 
seventh 

56. Maori war dance 

57. Precious or 
semiprecious stone 

58. Teeter totter 

59. Deity 

60. A major division of 
geological time 


sume burials on April 1, 2021. The cem- 
etery remains open from dawn to dusk 
daily for visitation. 
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CLUES DOWN 

1. Prevents oil spills 

2. Monetary unit 

3. The color of the sky 

4, Dough used to make 
tortillas 

5. Popular comic strip 
character 

6. Distinct form of a 
plant 

7. Replenishment 

8. Has its own altar 

9. Expedition to see 
animals 

10. Group of related 
organisms 

11. His and __ 

13. Frenetically 

17. Small integer 

24. Unit of energy 

25. Studies of culture 

26. Taxi 

2/. Doctors’ group 53. First Chinese dynasty 

28. Don’t know when 54. Military vehicle 
yet 55. Chinese Moslem 


29. Former measure of 
length 

35. Popular CBS series 

36. Skin condition 

37. Christian creator and 
ruler of the universe 

38. They __ 

40. Caused severe 
damage 

41. Work done under 
harsh conditions for 
no pay 

42. One point east of due 
south 

43. Sea eagles 

44. Drenched 

45. State capital 

47. Italian city 

48. Sweetheart (archaic) 

49. Brief talk 

52. Popular disco group: 
Bee 
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2021 
TAX TIME 


CHANTEL BLEAU 
ACCOUNTING SERVICES 


For Full Accounting & Tax Service 
Registered Tax Return Preparer 


228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 


413-967-8364 


The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer. 
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov. 


588 Center Street 
Ludlow, MA 01056 


www.ajefinancial.com 


(413)589-1671 


FINANCIAL SERVICES 


AUTHORIZED 


Call For An 
Appointment IRS 


We are here and ready for the 2020 tax filing season! 
Personal, Business, Corporate and Partnership tax filing. 
Please give us a call at the office or 
visit our website for our COVID practices. 


PROVIDER 


Income Tax Preparation 


~ 3l years tax experience ~ 
\\ 


Kitchen Table Taxes 


Personal & Small Business Tax Returns 
"David The Tax Man" 


AUTHORIZED 


PROVIDER 


Bruce J. Charwick 


62 Jim Ash Road 
(413) 283-5596 Palmer, MA 01069 


David E. Whitney 
Enrolled Agent 


Sixty-Five Jim Ash Road 
Palmer, MA 01069-9814 
www. kifchentabletaxes.com 


ins Tel: 413-289-0058 
beta Fax: 413-324-2167 


Credit Cards Welcome 
kitchentabletaxes@gmail.com 


, =, 
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IRS Problems? 
Let a Professional Handle it for you. 
Call us anytime! 


| _— a 
an Complete Tax Services: 
Personal, Business, Corporations and Partnerships 


Telephone (413) 786-8727 ¢ Fax (413) 786-1833 
betty@melchioritax.com ¢ pauline@ melchioritax.com 
24 Southwick Street, Feeding Hills, MA 01030 


Call your local Turley Publications 
sales representative for information and 
rates on advertising your tax service here! 


413-283-8393 - 1-800-824-6548 





Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here 


CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY! 


FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 
or call: 413-283-8393 





DEADLINES: 








Village Hills 


Circulation: 
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Circulation: 9,800 













Base Price Base Price] 28 Base Price 

$29.00 $29.50 $30.00 
Base Price} 39 Base Price 

$31.00 $31.50 $32.00 


Base Price 


Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 













Base Price ase Price Base Price Base Price 
os rcp po 
Add $10 for a second Zone 
37 ae 350 38 Pa 35.00 33 mart 40 0836.00 or add $15 to run in 
ALL THREE ZONES. 
Name: Phone First ZONE base price 
Address; Add a second ZONE 
Town: State:__ Zip: Add a third ZONE 
Number of Weeks: XX perweekrate=$ Subtotal 
Credit Card: 1 MasterCard LIVISA Discover Li Cash Li Check# x Number of Weeks 
Card ai. Exp.Date COV TOTAL Enclosed 
Amountofcharge: ate 


EASTHAMPTON a 


WEST 
SPRINGFIELD 


eds 


SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 


ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)289-6670 


DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-877-925-7371 


FIREWOOD 


Ai WE STILL HAVE SEASONED 
FIREWOOD Prompt Delivery and 
Competitive Pricing. Call now S & K 
413-267-3100 


AA SEASONED FIREWOOD!!! 
Over a cord guaranteed. Cut, Split, 
Prompt delivery. Call D & D Cordwood 
(413)348-4326. 


FIREWOOD 
Fresh cut & split $160.00 
Seasoned cut & split $200.00 
All hardwood. 
Tree length available 
*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol- 
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083 


SEASONED OAK & Hardwood. 


Cut, split and delivered. 413-575- 
4243. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM- 


AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate- 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 
1-800-506-3367 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 
HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON 





Quabbin ————_ 








Residential 
Circulation: 
59,000 
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Suburban 







Includes 
additional words 


Run my ad in the 
following ZONE(s): 


$5.00 
— 
| 





OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 


February 4, 2021 


Call us at 413.283.8393 


DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or 
back pain? If you have insurance, you 
may qualify for the perfect brace at 
little to no cost. Get yours today! Call 
1-800-217-0504 


INVENTORS - FREE INFOR- 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea start- 
er guide. Submit your idea for a free 
consultation. 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can’t reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 
457-1917 


MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE- 
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you’re Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro- 
chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


OXYGEN-ANYTIME. ANY- 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No deliv- 
eries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: Call 1-855-917-4693 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, ser- 
vice or business to 1.7 million house- 
holds throughout New England. Reach 
4 million potential readers quickly and 
inexpensively with great results. Use 
the Buy New England Classified Ad 
Network by calling (413)283-8393, 
classifieds @turley.com. Do they work? 
You are reading one of our ads now!! 
Visit our website to see where your 
ads run communitypapersne.com 


STAY IN YOUR HOME longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In Bath- 
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-866-945-3783. 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for 
$250. OFF your stairlift purchase and 
FREE DVD & brochure! 1-844-325- 
8610 


A B Hauling and 
Removal Service 





2***kxex*A & B HOUSEHOLD 

REMOVAL SERVICE******* 
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns, sheds, demolished. 


Swimming pools removed. Cheap- 
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222- 
8868. 





po Scat 2 4 a 
2*xxexee* A CALL WE HAUL 
WE TAKE IT ALL 
WE LOAD IT ALL 
Lowest Rates, 
accumulations, junk, estates, 
attics, garages, appliances, 
basements, demo services. 
10% disc. with this ad of services. 
Dumpster Rentals available for rent. 
All Major CC’s 
CALL NOW (413)531-1936 
acallwehaul @ gmail.com 


ATTN. LANDLORDS: 
B & D PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE 
Since 1982, Insured, Referencs, 
HIC#175887 
Carpentry, Painting, Roofing, Apart- 
ment Turnovers, Cleanups, Lawn 
Care, Fall Cleanup, Snow Removal, 
more. (413) 455-5458 


BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967- 
6679 


BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL attics, cellars, garag- 
es cleaned. Light moving. Gutters 
Cleaned. Family owned/ operated 
since 1950 (413)537-5090 
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CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & re- 
finishing - cane, fiber rush & splint - 
Classroom instructor, 20+ years expe- 
rience. Call Walt at (413)289-6670 
for estimate. 


DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas- 
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 years 
experience. References. Lic #086220. 
Please call Kevin 978-355-6864. 





WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some furni- 
ture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 
DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


APPLIANCES 


ALLEN ST. JEAN APPLIANCE 
REPAIR 413-562-5082 Servicing 
all brands of major appliances. Senior 
discounts available. Servicing all of 
western MA. 


CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 





SECURITY from page 6 


you received in January was actual- 
ly for your December benefits, and 
included the 2021 COLA increase 
(which is computed using your De- 
cember benefit). And just as an FYI, 
they do apply DRCs immediately 
for anyone who claims at age 70, 
regardless of the month they claim. 
What happened to you was because 
you claimed before you were 70. 
The additional 6% DRCs you 
earned between January and Sep- 
tember last year should be applied 
in January of this year and should 
be included in your next benefit 


Call to place your 
classified ad: 


ELECTRICIAN 


CHAMPAGNE ELECTRICAL 
CONTRACTORS Service changes/ 
upgrades, generators, phone/data wir- 
ing, smoke detectors. Insured. Credit 
cards accepted. License #22882A 
(413) 210-9140 


DEPENDABLE’ ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096. 


HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


BD GENERAL SERVICES Car- 
pentry, windows, doors, roofs, gut- 
ters, floors, quality painting. Insured. 
References. Free Estimates. MA 
HIC#175887. In business 30+ yrs. 
413-455-5458 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 


Kitchen, bath, foyers. Referenc- 
es. Lic #086220. Please call Kevin 
(978)355-6864. 


DELREO HOME IMPROVEMENT 
for all your exterior home improve- 
ment needs. ROOFING, SIDING, 
WINDOWS, DOORS, DECKS & GUT- 
TERS. Extensive references available, 
Fully Licensed & Insured in MA. & CT. 
Call GARY DELCAMP @ 413-569- 
3733 


HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE- 
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram- 
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246- 
2783 Ron. 


The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES 


Classifieds 


12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS I 





SERVING 50 LOCAL 


COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


WATER DAMAGE 
CALL JAY (413)436-5782 
FOR REPAIRS 
COMPLETE DRYWALL 
SERVICE. FINISHING, 
PAINTING, CEILINGS 
(SMOOTH OR TEXTURED). 
40+ YEARS EXPERIENCE. 
FULLY INSURED. 


LANDSCAPING 


A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE 

Excavator Services 
Overgrown property? 
Extreme Brush Cutting! 
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal 
Lawn/Arborvite Installed 
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand 
Storm Clean-up 
Maintenance 
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal/ 
Clean-outs 
Insured 
Josh 413-636-5957 


PLUMBING 


GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace- 
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling. 30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 


LINC’S PLUMBING 
LIC. #J27222 
“New Season” 
“New Projects” 
Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 
(413)668-5299 


« Check Out Our For Sale, Services, 
Pets and Other Classifieds 


e Real Estate: For Sale, For Rent 
& Vacation Rentals 


° Help Wanted: Part Time & Full Time 
Career Opportunities 


check, which you will receive in 
February (Social Security pays ben- 
efits in the month following when 
they are earned). When they do that 
computation, they’ll automatically 
adjust your COLA using your new 
benefit amount. So, what you were 
told by the Social Security agent 
is essentially correct — your bene- 
fit payment won’t reflect those ad- 
ditional DRCs for 2020 until your 
January 2021 payment, which you 
will receive in February. 

This article is intended for infor- 
mation purposes only and does not 
represent legal or financial guid- 


413-283-8393 
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Call us at 413.283.8393 





TREE WORK 


DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every- 
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend- 
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478- 
4212 


STUMP 
GRINDING 


DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind- 
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi- 
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413- 
478-4212 


AUTO 


CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- 
dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 
Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-513-1505. 





RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
SPAYED/NEUTERED, WORMED, 
SHOTS, HEARTWORM TESTED, 
TEETH CLEANED 


MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 


GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. 
CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 
OR CLAIRE AT 413-967-9088 
OR GO TO 
WWW.GREYHOUND 
OPTIONS.ORG 


DEVEREUX is looking for individ- 
uals who are interested in becoming 
foster parents. We are looking for 
individuals who are caring and would 
be able to provide a stable and car- 
ing home for youth who have experi- 
enced abuse or neglect in their lives. 
Devereux provides free training and 
ongoing staff support. For more infor- 
mation call Maureen at (413)209-7677 
mbennet9 @devereux.org or Janet at 
(508)713-3895 jknapp @ devereux.org 


PODIATRY OFFICE 25 TO 30 
HOURS A WEEK. Portuguese or 
Spanish speaking helpful. Medical 


and computer experience helpful but 
willing to train the right person. Ludlow 
(413)589-7287 or email CV to pod- 
bill@ aol.com 





REAL ESTATE 


FOR RENT 





EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis- 
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac- 
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per- 
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis. 


= best “Tow, 


CLASSIFIEDS 


TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, 


e 


INC. 


Reaching readers in 


ance. It presents the opinions and 
interpretations of the AMAC Foun- 
dation’s staff, trained and accredit- 
ed by the National Social Security 
Association. NSSA and the AMAC 
Foundation and its staff are not 
affiliated with or endorsed by the 
Social Security Administration or 
any other governmental entity. To 
submit a question, visit our website 
(amacfoundation.org/programs/so- 
cial-security-advisory) or email us 
at ssadvisor @ amacfoundation.org. 

Russell Gloor is a Social Securi- 
ty advisor with AMAC. 





50 local communities every week. 


PUBLIC 


Notice of Public Hearing 
Town of Hampden 

The Hampden Zoning 
Board of Appeals will hold a 
Public Hearing on Tuesday, 
February 23, 2021 at 6 PM 
in the Town House, 625 Main 
Street, Hampden, MA, for 
those interested in the peti- 
tion of Brett Castellano for a 
Special Permit/Variance as 
required under Section 7, 
Table 7.2, and 7.3 of the 
Hampden Zoning Bylaw to 
allow the placement of a 


VACATION 
RENTALS 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction@ aol.com 
for more information. 


CLASSIFIED DEADLINES 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN 
FRIDAY AT NOON 


HILLTOWNS 
MONDAY AT NOON 





FOR RENT 


ea 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
Or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
Opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 
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NOTICES & 


detached accessory building 
(12 ft. by 24 ft. shed) on the 
property located at 22 
Mohawk Drive owned by 
Brett and Alison Castellano. 

The petition and related 
materials are on file in the 
Town Clerk’s office and may 
be viewed during normal 
business hours. 

For the Board, 

L. Jed Berliner, Chair 

02/04, 02/11/2021 


PUBLIC NOTICES 


ARE NOW ONLINE 


Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers. 


Email all 
notices to 


notices@turley.com 


Access archives and 
digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title. 


Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, Fridays noon for Monday holidays. 
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CAMPUS NOTES 


Area residents 
on Bridgewater 
dean’s list 


BRIDGEWATER -—-_ The 
following area residents were 
named to the dean’s list for the 
fall semester at Bridgewater 
State University: 

Wilbraham: 

Abbie Boilard, Sophia Do- 
bosz, Brennan Gravanda, Anna 
Healy and Calli Murray. 


Bryant University 
students named 


to Deans’ List 

SMITHFIELD, RI — Bryant 
University is dedicated to the 
pursuit, recognition, and celebra- 
tion of academic excellence. The 
University is pleased to recog- 
nize the students who have been 
named to the Deans’ List for the 
fall 2020 semester. 

“The challenges of the last 
year have revealed the character 
and grit of our community of 
scholars,” said Provost and Chief 
Academic Officer Glenn Sul- 
masy, JD, LL.M, reflecting on 
Bryant’s successful fall semester. 
“T am impressed and proud of 
their resilience, dedication, and 
innovative spirit.” 

Congratulations on this out- 
standing achievement! 

Luke Caltabiano, 
2023, from Wilbraham 

Carly Sleboda, class of 2024, 
from Wilbraham 


class of 


Resident named 
to Hartwick 
College Dean’s list 


ONEONTA, N.Y. — Olivia 
Grace Ranck from Wilbraham has 
been named to the Hartwick Col- 
lege Dean’s List for the fall 2020 
semester. 

Inclusion on the Dean’s List is 
an indication of excellent academic 
work, including the completion of 
a full course load with at least a 3.5 
grade point average based on a 4.0 
scale. 


Demos of 
Hampden named 
to Dean’s List 


CEDARVILLE, Ohio — An- 
drew Demos of Hampden was 
named to the Cedarville University 
Dean’s List for fall 2020. 

This recognition required 
Demos to maintain a 3.5 minimum 
GPA while carrying a minimum of 
12 credit hours during fall semes- 
ter 2020. 


The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES 


February 4, 2021 


Springfield College recognizes Dean’s List Students 


SPRINGFIELD — Springfield 
College has recognized Dean’s 
List Students for the 2020 Fall 
Semester, including several from 
Wilbraham and Hampden. 

Wilbraham: 

Grace Brennan from. Brennan 
has a primary major of Applied 
Exercise Science. 

Madalyn Salvatorer. Salvatore 
has a primary major of Applied 
Exercise Science. 

Noah Bleakley. Bleakley has a 
primary major of Business Man- 
agement. 

Amy Cotter. Cotter has a pri- 
mary major of Human Services. 

Gabriella DeRose. DeRose has 
a primary major of Health Science. 

Brian Douglass. Douglass has 
a primary major of Computer and 
Information Sciences. 

David Franco. Franco has a 
primary major of Computer and 
Information Sciences. 

Kaila Franco from Wilbraham. 
Franco has a primary major of En- 
glish. 

Amanda Ingerson. Ingerson 
has a primary major of English. 


Abigail Roebuck. Roebuck has 
a primary major of English. 

Daniel Peterson. Peterson has 
a primary major of General Stud- 
ies. 

Francesca Bongiornir. Bon- 
giornl has a primary major of 
Health Care Management. 

Kelsey Allard. Allard has a pri- 
mary major of Health Science and 
Pre-Physical Therapy. 

Madison Bonavita. Bonavita 
has a primary major of Health Sci- 
ence/Pre-physician Assistant. 

Alexandrea Maziarz. Maziarz 
has a primary major of Health Sci- 
ence/Pre-physician Assistant. 

Madison Roy. Roy has a pri- 
mary major of Health Science/ 
Pre-physician Assistant. 

Nicholas Scibelli. Scibelli has 
a primary major of Health Sci- 
ence/Pre-physician Assistant. 

Emma _ Robinson. Robinson 
has a primary major of Health Sci- 
ence. 

Gabrielle Ward. Ward has a 
primary major of Marketing. 

Hannah Fowle. Fowle has a 
primary major of Sport Manage- 
ment. 


Frank Gulluni. Gulluni has a 
primary major of Sport Manage- 
ment. 

Jacob Long. Long has a prima- 
ry major of Sport Management. 

Joseph Manning. Manning has 
a primary major of Sport Manage- 
ment. 

Joseph Maurer. Maurer has a 
primary major of Sport Manage- 
ment. 

Patricia Murphy. Murphy has a 
primary major of Sports Biology. 

Hampden: 

Jacob Bailey. Bailey has a pri- 
mary major of Psychology. 

Nora Fitzgerald. Fitzgerald has 
a primary major of Psychology. 

The criteria for selection to the 
Dean’s List are as follows: The stu- 
dent must have completed a mini- 
mum of 12 credit hours of graded 
coursework for the term, exclusive 
of “P” grades. The student must 
not have any incompletes or miss- 
ing grades in the designated term. 
The student must have a minimum 
semester grade average of 3.500 
for the term. 


University of New Hampshire’s Dean’s List for the Fall 2020 Semester 


DURHAM, N.H. — The follow- 
ing students have been named to 
the Dean’s List at the University of 
New Hampshire for the fall 2020 
semester. 

Vanessa Santos of Hampden, 
earning High Honors 

Keri Szwarckop of Wilbraham, 
earning High Honors 

Maya Latour of Wilbraham, 


earning High Honors 

Savannah Vartabedian of Wil- 
braham, earning High Honors 

Charlton Seyler of Wilbraham, 
earning Highest Honors 

Shane Fitzgerald of Wilbraham, 
earning Highest Honors 

Sara Goodrich of Wilbraham, 
earning Honors 

Samantha Kularski of Wilbra- 


ham, earning Honors 

Kate Salerno of Wilbraham, 
earning High Honors 

Bridget McMahon of Wilbra- 
ham, earning Honors 

Students named to the Dean’s 
List at the University of New 
Hampshire are students who have 
earned recognition through their 
superior scholastic performance 


during a semester enrolled in a full- 
time course load (12 or more graded 
credits). Highest honors are award- 
ed to students who earn a semester 
grade point average of 3.85 or better 
out of a possible 4.0. Students with 
a 3.65 to 3.84 average are awarded 
high honors and students whose 
grade point average is 3.5 through 
3.64 are awarded honors. 
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FREE Seller and Buyer E-Guides 
These guides provide valuable 
information to help you start the 
buying and/or seller process. 
For your guide - 
email info@landmarkre.com 


Ready for an in person consultation? 
Call any agent listed below for a 
Free, no obligation consultation. 


Like us on Facebook - 
facebook.com/LandmarkLortie 
Always up to date information on the 
market and our communities. 


WE’RE LOCAL 
WE’RE GLOBAL 


® 

REAL ESTATE 
COMPANIES 

oF THE WORLD 





STATUS 


ADDRESS 


SINGLE FAMILY LISTINGS 


DESCRIPTION 


CALL US FOR DETAILS ON ANY OF THESE PROPERTIES 


LIST PRICE 





UAG 
UAG 
UAG 
SLD 
SLD 
SLD 
SLD 
SLD 
SLD 
SLD 
SLD 
SLD 


34 Holland Dr., East Longmeadow 
67 John S., East Longmeadow 

40 Fairview St., East Longmeadow 
137 Allen St., East Longmeadow 
46 Brookside Dr., Hampden, 

16 Fisher Lane, Hampden 

256 South Road, Hampden 

8 Country Club Dr., Hampden 

479 Glendale Rd., Hampden 

207 Main St., Wilbraham 

37 Longview Dr., Wilbraham 

11 Bonair Dr., Wilbraham 


SLD 51 Prospect St., East Longmeadow 


5 room, 3 bed, 
5 room, 3 bed, 
5 room, 2 bed, 
7 room, 4 bed, 2f 1h bath Colonial 
8 room, 4 bed, 2f Oh bath Cape 

5 room, 3 bed, 
9 room, 4 bed, 2f 1h bath Contemporary 
10 room, 3 bed, 2f 1h bath Colonial 

8 room, 3 bed, 2f 1h bath Colonial 

6 room, 2 bed, 1f 1h bath Cape 

8 room, 4 bed, 2f Oh bath Colonial 

8 room, 4 bed, 3f 1h bath Contemp., Multi-Level, Lofted Sp. 


1f Oh bath Ranch 
1f Oh bath Ranch 
1f Oh bath Cape 


1f Oh bath Ranch 


MULTI-FAMILY LISTINGS 


24-26 School St., East Longmeadow 2 unit, 11 total rooms, 5 total bedrooms 2 Family 


COMMERCIAL LISTINGS 


2314 SqFt Office Building29 





$209,000 
$209,900 
$219,900 
$409,900 
$219,999 
$299,900 
$350,000 
$434,900 
$439,900 
$239,900 
$349,900 
$389,900 


$319,900 


$329,900 


Search LandmarkRE.com For All Listings In Western MA 


CAREER IN REAL ESTATE? Call Us or Visit Landmark RE.com and Click on Careers 


John Moltenbrey 
427-5176 








HIRING ASSOCIATES FOR OFFICES IN: Wilbraham, 
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Nick Ferrara 
386-4523 


Tom Avezzie 
218-7991 




















Zach Ferrara 
205-7789 





Le 
Steve Lortie 








Kathi Calabrese 


427-4122 374-5867 





Bonnie Leaning 
265-3861 


Ann Marie Martin 
206-1161 























~ Ann Paquette 
626-6871 


Luci Giguere 
575-2837 


Kathy Esser 
348-3803 












Dot Lortie 
478-1940 


Sue Rheaume 
478-0671 























Art Ferrara 
348-5827 


Sandy Wegrzyn 
519-1056 
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Ask Us For A Highest Price Analysis On Your Home 


Relocation Across The Country or Around The World 


Sales Positions Available - Licensing Course 
Market Leader -Serving Our Communities Since 1987 


Jacqueline k enn) 
222-7285 





Susan Raimer | 
374-3348 





Alyssa Rhodes 
896-9269 
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